MSP Letter: Religious appointees
Remove religious appointees from education committees
In Scotland, citizens of all faiths and beliefs can contribute to decisions about education through
the democratic processes of seeking election to the Scottish Parliament or local councils. Many
civically minded individuals also volunteer on parent councils, attend public meetings, or contribute
to consultations and public debates. Given this, it makes no sense for religious organisations to be
given an additional institutionally privileged role in education policy.
You may be interested in our related report: Religious Reps: Unrepresentative, Unnecessary
and Unjustified which examines these arguments in more detail.
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Dear {{name}},
I am writing to share the findings of a recent report from the
National Secular Society – Religious Reps: Unrepresentative,
*Unnecessary
Required Field and Unjustified – which makes the case for removing
religious appointees from education committees in Scotland.
https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/religious-repsPreview
Letter
unrepresentative-unnecessary-and-unjustified.pdf
he report calls for repeal Section 124 of the Local Government
(Scotland) Act 1973, which at present requires councils to appoint
three religious representatives to their education committees.
Scotland – like the majority of western democracies – has moved
over the last two centuries from a patchwork of voluntary schools
provided by religious and other charities, to a modern universal
state funded education system. One which should be accountable and
responsive to all of its citizens’ needs. One where citizens of all
faiths and beliefs can contribute to decisions about education, not
only through the democratic processes, but through volunteering as
governors, attending public meetings, or contribute to
consultations and public debates.
Given this transformation – alongside radical changes to the
nation’s increasingly diverse and irreligious population – a law
mandating councils to provide a small subset of the population an
additional privileged institutional role in education policy is
outmoded, unjustifiable and ripe for reform.
The report draws on responses to the 2013 and 2016 petitions on
this topic, views in the current debate and a survey of all 32
local authorities. It systematically examine the arguments for
retaining religious appointees and their flaws, building a powerful
case for change.
I hope that you will read the report and support its
recommendations.
Yours sincerely,

