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In 2012, the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) recommended that the UK “put in practice a national
strategy to eliminate discrimination against caste” by adopting the Equality Act of 2010, which prohibits
such discrimination. 1
It reminded the UK of its human rights obligations, including the CERD’s General Recommendation 29
and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism.
Sadly, the UPR’s recommendation did “not enjoy the support of the United Kingdom”. 2
Four years later, the CERD issued its Concluding Observations on the UK in which it also recommended
that the UK invoke Section 9(5)(a) of the Equality Act “without further delay to ensure that caste-based
discrimination is explicitly prohibited under law” and for victims to have access to effective remedies. 3
The UK has failed to take this action. Instead, it stated that it hopes for “the development of case-law that
provides protection.” 4 This is grossly inadequate.
More worryingly still, the UK announced a public consultation on “whether additional measures are
needed [on] … caste discrimination … under the 2010 Equality Act”. 5 This is concerning as it risks socalled higher caste and those wishing to discriminate on grounds of caste to oppose the legislation.
We therefore call on all member states to encourage the UK to legislate to implement its international
obligations in respect of caste, in line with its human rights obligations, as recommended by the UN, and
indeed as required by the UK Parliament. 6
Thank you.
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