
Reform religious education

Writing to your MP can help to get the campaign for RE reform in schools on the political agenda
and show this is an issue their constituents care about. We campaign in parliament as an
organisation, and your support will bolster our case. It is quick easy and helps your MP represent
you in Parliament.

Tell your MP that it's time to reform religious education.

Read our latest briefing on 'Reforming Religious Education' to ensure that you are up to date and
well informed surrounding this issue.

Real people's personal stories help to show the significance of the issue to politicians and
legislators. If you would like to contribute your own experiences and see other individuals' stories,
please visit our supporter comment page.

Personalising your letter will make it more likely to have an impact.
MPs will respond to casework even if they disagree on policy, so remember to tell them if you
are being personally affected by this issue.
Keep your thoughts brief. MPs are busy and get a lot of correspondence.
If you are not happy with an initial result, make sure you follow this up with them
Use clear and simple language.

Name*:

Email*:
Postcode*:

Address:

Message*:
Dear {{name}},

I am writing as a constituent to ask you to reform religious 
education in schools particularly the National Secular Society’s 
“21st Century RE for All” campaign.

www.ReformRE.org 
The UK today has incredible religious diversity, and, for the first 
time, a non-religious majority. 

It is more important than ever that our schools prepare young people 
for life in modern Britain by teaching pupils about the diversity of 
religious and non-religious worldviews.

Unfortunately, the credibility of RE is seriously undermined by 
local and faith-based determination. 

The Commission on Religious Education report addresses the failings 
of local determination but leaves room for continued faith-based 
determination – with faith schools continuing to teach from their 
perspective.

https://www.secularism.org.uk/education/education-briefings.html
https://www.secularism.org.uk/21st-century-re-for-all/


Preview Letter

Only by ending this dual system can we fully expunge confessionalism 
from this subject and give all pupils a true entitlement to non-
partisan learning about worldviews, covering:

- The diversity of religious and non-religious worldviews.

- How people's worldviews may influence their thinking on 
philosophical, moral and cultural issues.

- Worldviews and rights: how the freedom to manifest religion and 
belief interacts with the rights of others.

The National Secular Society’s “21st Century RE for All” campaign 
goes beyond the Commission’s recommendations by arguing for every 
pupil to have the same entitlement to high quality, non-partisan 
education about worldviews. 

The entitlement should be determined and inspected by 
educationalists and apply equally in all schools, including faith 
schools.

In the 21st century, there is no social or educational rationale for 
the continuance of local determination of religious education. 

It exists as a problematic hangover from history which survives 
merely because of the privileged position of churches and other 
religious organisations in our society. 

In contemporary Britain, there is no justification for making any 
subject of the curriculum 'reflect local circumstances.

If a programme of study covering religion and belief deserves to be 
included in the school curriculum, it should be offered to all as a 
basic entitlement for every future citizen. 

This is a sincere matter of fundamental justice and equality.

As with other subjects, the syllabus should be nationally determined 
by independent educationalists without an agenda to promote a 
specific religion or belief.

I hope you will agree that every pupil should have the same 
entitlement to high quality, non-partisan education about religion 
and belief. I, therefore, urge you to take action to support these 
urgently needed reforms to RE.

I know that I am not alone in feeling strongly about this matter, 
you can find many supporters of the campaign at: 
secularism.org.uk/21st-century-re-for-all/comments
The NSS has produced a concise briefing on this matter. I hope that 
you will read their work here: 
secularism.org.uk/education/education-briefings

I look forward to hearing your views on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

* Required Field


