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"Not one single residential school was ever built with a playground. But every single residential
school had ample space for a cemetery."

Qu'Appelle Indian Residential School in Lebret, Saskatchewan, was one of the first such schools
established by the Canadian government in the 19th century. From the beginning, it was run by the
Catholic Church, which was actively involved in the forced removal of indigenous children from
their families, in attempts to erase their links to their culture, and in training them up as cheap
labour for colonial businesses.

In this episode, Emma Park is joined by the Canadian journalist Kerry Benjoe. Kerry was the first
indigenous person to work for the Regina Leader-Post, her city's daily newspaper, and is now
Indigenous Storyteller for CBC Saskatchewan. She attended Lebret from the age of 15 to 18, at a
time when it had been taken over from the Church by the Star Blanket Cree Nation. She was in the
fourth and final generation in her family to do so.

As a journalist, Kerry has spent years gathering stories, often harrowing, from the survivors of the
residential schools. She shares some of these stories on the podcast, from humiliation and physical
abuse to the loss of childhood. She explains why the recent discovery of graves at Kamloops
residential school, also run by the Catholic Church, came as no surprise to the local indigenous
community.

Please note that this episode contains distressing material.

Watch this episode on YouTube | Direct MP3 Link | Transcripts

Notes

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
First Nation announces discovery of 751 unmarked graves near former residential school
Amid shameful residential-school revelations, I cannot remain a Catholic
Protest the Pope Campaign uses films to explore its objections to the Pope's visit

Support the podcast, share with a friend, and leave a positive review everywhere you can.

Podcast produced by Emma Park for the National Secular Society (2021). All rights reserved.

"Not one single residential school was ever built with a playground. But every single residential
school had ample space for a cemetery." Indigenous journalist @kerrybenjoexox talks to
@DrEmmaPark about shadows still haunting Canada.
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We publish our podcast to enable exploration of subjects of interest to NSS members and
supporters. Guests' views may not always align with those of the NSS.
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Related Campaigns

No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More

End abuse in religious settings

Religious privilege must not undermine safeguarding and justice.

Read More

Reform charity laws

All charities, religious or not, should be held to the same standards.

Read More

Subscribe to NSS Podcasts: Apple Podcasts | Android | Google Podcasts | Stitcher | Spotify |
RSS | YouTube | Blubrry | TuneIn.

If you value the podcast please share it with a friend and leave us a positive review wherever you
get it. You can also support future podcasts and our campaigns by joining the NSS or making a
donation.
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