Ep 43: Charles Bradlaugh — Atheist and
Republican

Posted: Tue, 9th Feb 2021

One hundred and thirty years after he died, Professor David Nash and Bob Forder speak to Emma
Park about the life and significance of Charles Bradlaugh — the first openly atheist MP, and the
founder of the NSS.

This episode, presented by Emma Park, examines Bradlaugh's life and significance, and his
relevance to modern debates about free speech.

Emma'’s first guest is Professor David Nash, historian of blasphemy at Oxford Brookes University.
They discuss Bradlaugh's background, intellectual context, and political views, as well as the pros
and cons of his personality-driven style of leadership. They also consider why Bradlaugh became a
target for scurrilous biographies, including one by his own brother.

Emma then speaks to Bob Forder, NSS historian, about contemporary accounts of Bradlaugh's
personality and power as a speaker. They discuss the positive values inherent in Bradlaugh's
atheism, in particular his association between religion and entrenched privilege on the one hand,
and atheism and liberty for the working classes on the other. Finally, they consider Bradlaugh's far-
sighted analysis of state communism.

Watch this episode on YouTube | Direct MP3 Link | Transcripts

Follow Emma on Twitter: @ DrEmmaPark

Notes

Charles Bradlaugh — biography by historian John Clarke
Bradlaugh — Dictionary of National Biography

BBC — Celebrating the first atheist MP

The Impeachment of the House of Brunswick

Support the podcast, share with a friend, and leave a positive review everywhere you can.

In the latest episode of the National Secular Society podcast, Professor David Nash and Bob
Forder talk to Emma Park about the life and work of Charles Bradlaugh, the NSS's founder and the
first openly atheist MP.

Share this episode

We publish our podcast to enable exploration of subjects of interest to NSS members and
supporters. Guests' views may not always align with those of the NSS.

e Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter

Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6yKfUYbNOE&feature=youtu.be
https://content.blubrry.com/secularism/Ep_43.mp3
https://www.secularism.org.uk/transcripts
https://twitter.com/DrEmmaPark
https://www.john-clarke.co.uk/bradlaugh.html
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1901_supplement/Bradlaugh,_Charles
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-37976044
https://www.secularism.org.uk/•%09https:/www.gutenberg.org/files/36265/36265-h/36265-h.htm
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2021%2F02%2Fep-43&text=In+the+latest+episode+of+the+National+Secular+Society+podcast%2C+Professor+David+Nash+and+Bob+Forder+talk+to+Emma+Park+about+the+life+and+work+of+Charles+Bradlaugh%2C+the+NSS%27s+founder+and+the+first+openly+atheist+MP.
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2021%2F02%2Fep-43%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2021%2F02%2Fep-43%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Ep+43%3A+Charles+Bradlaugh+%E2%80%93+Atheist+and+Republican
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2021%2F02%2Fep-43%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Ep+43%3A+Charles+Bradlaugh+%E2%80%93+Atheist+and+Republican&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2021%2F02%2Fep-43%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Ep+43%3A+Charles+Bradlaugh+%E2%80%93+Atheist+and+Republican
feeds/rss/news

Subscribe to NSS Podcasts: Apple Podcasts | Android | Google Podcasts | Stitcher | Spotify |
RSS | YouTube | Blubrry | Tuneln.

If you value the podcast please share it with a friend and leave us a positive review wherever you
get it. You can also support future podcasts and our campaigns by joining the NSS or making a
donation.
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