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What is the real meaning of Christmas in modern Britain, secular and multicultural as it is? Does
the Christian tradition have a prerogative on its meaning, and if not, why not? And does anyone
really get offended at the phrase 'Merry Christmas'?

These questions have acquired particular significance in recent years, with the emergence of
allegations by some Christians of a 'war on Christmas' in the UK. Proponents of this 'war', it is
claimed, seek to undermine the true Christian meaning of the festival and to 'take Christ out of
Christmas'.

In this episode, Emma Park speaks to the NSS's Alastair Lichten about the so-called 'war on
Christmas', its origins in the US, its manifestations in the UK, and why it is more fabricated than
real. They also discuss the reasons why allegations of a 'war on Christmas' seem to have subsided
in Britain in the last couple of years, and why, at the same time, the Royal Mail has broken with
tradition to issue Christian (rather than secular) Christmas stamps two years in a row.

Watch this episode on YouTube | Direct MP3 Link | Transcripts

Follow Emma on Twitter: @DrEmmaPark

Notes

The 'war on Christmas' is coming
Christmas cheer at Lady Lumley's School after ban lifted – BBC
'There Is No War On Christmas' – David Kyle Johnson
Defiant Sainsbury's defends Christmas ad after racists threaten boycott over black family
War on Christmas, Rational Wiki

Support the podcast, share with a friend and leave a positive review everywhere you can.

In the latest episode of the NSS podcast, the team discuss how the myth of the war on Christmas
reflects some Christians' anxiety over their loss of cultural dominance.
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We publish our podcast to enable exploration of subjects of interest to NSS members and
supporters. Guests' views may not always align with those of the NSS.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8srgcr3CpE&feature=youtu.be
https://media.blubrry.com/secularism/content.blubrry.com/secularism/Ep39.mp3
https://www.secularism.org.uk/transcripts
https://twitter.com/DrEmmaPark
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2017/11/the-war-on-christmas-is-coming
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-46444498
http://www.historymatters.group.shef.ac.uk/war-christmas/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/defiant-sainsburys-defends-christmas-ad-23024829
https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/War_on_Christmas
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F11%2Fep39&text=In+the+latest+episode+of+the+NSS+podcast%2C+the+team+discuss+how+the+myth+of+the+war+on+Christmas+reflects+some+Christians%27+anxiety+over+their+loss+of+cultural+dominance.&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate


Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Subscribe to NSS Podcasts: Apple Podcasts | Android | Google Podcasts | Stitcher | Spotify |
RSS | YouTube | Blubrry | TuneIn.

If you value the podcast please share it with a friend and leave us a positive review wherever you
get it. You can also support future podcasts and our campaigns by joining the NSS or making a
donation.

whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F11%2Fep-39%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F11%2Fep-39%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Ep+39%3A+The+war+on+Christmas
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F11%2Fep-39%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Ep+39%3A+The+war+on+Christmas&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F11%2Fep-39%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Ep+39%3A+The+war+on+Christmas
feeds/rss/news
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/podcast/national-secular-society-podcast/id1452493582?mt=2
https://subscribeonandroid.com/secularism.blubrry.net/feed/podcast/
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1bGFyaXNtLmJsdWJycnkubmV0L2ZlZWQvcG9kY2FzdC8
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/national-secular-society-podcast
https://open.spotify.com/show/4YUdgznRhQwCtJRRLwbeXU
https://secularism.blubrry.net/feed/podcast/
http://bit.ly/2TFGMDO
https://www.blubrry.com/secularism/
https://tunein.com/podcasts/News--Politics-Podcasts/National-Secular-Society-Podcast-p1188177/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/join-and-renew
https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate

