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Ep 34: Freedom and fairness in marriage law
Posted: Thu, 17 Sep 2020
In this episode, Emma Park speaks to Stephen Evans and Megan Manson from the NSS team
about marriage law reform in England and Wales. English marriage law has developed over the
centuries with different religious groups being given compromises and exemptions.
Sometimes marriage is permitted outside, sometimes it must be within a licensed building;
different set forms of words are required to make it legally binding; and if you're not religious, or if
you want to marry someone of the same sex, then your options are much reduced.
The NSS has long campaigned for reforms, and now the Law Commission looks set to support
some of them. Stephen and Megan discuss the Law Commission's proposals, the NSS's stance
on issues such as unregistered Islamic marriages and Humanist weddings, and how likely it is that
positive reforms will happen under the current government.
Follow Emma on Twitter: @DrEmmaPark
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See also: Outdated weddings laws of England and Wales face overhaul – The Guardian
Make a stand for freedom, fairness and human rights by adding your voice to the call for a secular
democracy. Join the National Secular Society today.
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We publish our podcast to enable exploration of subjects of interest to NSS members and
supporters. Guests' views may not always align with those of the NSS.
Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed
Tags: Marriage, Marriage Equality

Related Campaigns

Reform Marriage Laws
Marriage reform for greater equality and fairness
Read More

Subscribe to NSS Podcasts: Apple Podcasts | Android | Google Podcasts | Stitcher | Spotify |
RSS | YouTube | Blubrry | TuneIn.
If you value the podcast please share it with a friend and leave us a positive review wherever you
get it. You can also support future podcasts and our campaigns by joining the NSS or making a
donation.

