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This episode is about secularism in the USA, its basis in the American constitution, and its
opposition by the religious right.

The NSS's Alastair Lichten interviews Andrew Seidel, an attorney at the Freedom From Religion
Foundation. They discuss the narratives of religious exceptionalism and persecution propagated by
some on the Christian right – and other tactics which they have used over many years to build up
their political influence.

Andrew argues that the Christian right is using a misinterpretation of the first amendment to justify
religious gatherings during the coronavirus pandemic. He also reveals what organisations like the
FFRF are doing to challenge them.

Alastair is then joined by Emma Park to reflect on similarities and differences between the place of
religion in the US and UK, and what British secularists can learn from organisations like the FFRF.

Watch this episode on YouTube | Direct MP3 Link | Transcripts
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The Freedom From Religion Foundation
Andrew Seidel – attorney, activist and atheist
Secular attitudes and laws are assets against coronavirus
Why religious freedom stokes coronavirus protests in the U.S., but not Canada

I'm listening to the latest NSS podcast discussing American religious exceptionalism, the distortion
of "religious freedom" and opposition to Covid-19 measures.
Click to tweet

We publish our podcast to enable exploration of subjects of interest to NSS members and
supporters. Guests' views may not always align with those of the NSS.

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: FoRB

Related Campaigns

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-itavtk6Vv8
https://media.blubrry.com/secularism/content.blubrry.com/secularism/Ep_24_American_religious_exceptionalism_and_Convid-19.mp3
https://www.secularism.org.uk/transcripts
https://ffrf.org/
http://andrewlseidel.com/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2020/04/secular-attitudes-and-laws-are-assets-against-coronavirus
https://theconversation.com/why-religious-freedom-stokes-coronavirus-protests-in-the-u-s-but-not-canada-136557
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F05%2Fep-25-american-religious-exceptionalism-and-convid-19&text=I%27m+listening+to+the+latest+NSS+podcast+discussing+American+religious+exceptionalism%2C+the+distortion+of+%22religious+freedom%22+and+opposition+to+Covid-19+measures.&via=NatSecSoc&hashtags=secularism%2Cpodcast
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F05%2Fep-25-american-religious-exceptionalism-and-covid-19%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F05%2Fep-25-american-religious-exceptionalism-and-covid-19%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Ep+25%3A+American+religious+exceptionalism+and+Covid-19
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F05%2Fep-25-american-religious-exceptionalism-and-covid-19%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Ep+25%3A+American+religious+exceptionalism+and+Covid-19&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2020%2F05%2Fep-25-american-religious-exceptionalism-and-covid-19%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Ep+25%3A+American+religious+exceptionalism+and+Covid-19
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/podcast/tags/FoRB


Freedom of religion or belief

Secularism protects freedom of religion or belief for all.

Read More

Subscribe to NSS Podcasts: Apple Podcasts | Android | Google Podcasts | Stitcher | Spotify |
RSS | YouTube | Blubrry | TuneIn.

If you value the podcast please share it with a friend and leave us a positive review wherever you
get it. You can also support future podcasts and our campaigns by joining the NSS or making a
donation.
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