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In this episode, Emma Park speaks with Lee and Lizanne Harris about their experience of the
collective worship requirement in schools.

The Harrises recently initiated judicial review proceedings against the primary school attended by
their children. They challenged its decision to provide no alternative to a proselytising Christian
assembly once a week conducted by representatives of the local C of E church.

Lee and Lizanne discuss their children's experiences of these assemblies, what happened when
they withdrew them, and the school's failure to provide a secular alternative until they were forced
to by the threat of legal proceedings.

The Harrises' case has set a helpful precedent for other parents who may be torn between fearing
that their children will be indoctrinated if they participate in religious assemblies, and that they will
be excluded from school life if they do not.

Watch this episode on YouTube | Direct MP3 Link | Transcripts

Notes

Lee Harris's 2018 blog for the NSS

C of E trust to introduce alternative to worship after legal challenge

More information and guidance from the NSS on collective worship

The requirement to hold collective worship in schools is crumbling and not worth saving

I'm listening to the latest episode of the NSS podcast. Hearing about the parents who challenged
inappropriate Christian worship being directed by their school and pushed for an inclusive
alternative.
Share this episode

We publish our podcast to enable exploration of subjects of interest to NSS members and
supporters. Guests' views may not always align with those of the NSS.

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Collective worship

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oh0Sv2Je824&feature=youtu.be
https://media.blubrry.com/secularism/content.blubrry.com/secularism/Ep_20_Lee_and_Lizanne_Harris_compulsory_worship.mp3
https://www.secularism.org.uk/transcripts
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2018/12/my-childrens-school-has-become-christian-by-default
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2019/11/coe-trust-to-introduce-alternative-to-worship-after-legal-challenge
https://www.secularism.org.uk/file:///C:/Users/Alastair.NSSRLS06/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/HWE72T8C/More%20information%20and%20guidance%20from%20the%20NSS%20on%20collective%20worship:%20https:/www.secularism.org.uk/end-compulsory-worship/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2019/12/the-requirement-to-hold-collective-worship-in-schools-is-crumbling-and-not-worth-saving
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2019%2F12%2Fep-20-lee-and-lizanne-harris-compulsory-worship&text=I%27m+listening+to+the+latest+episode+of+the+NSS+podcast.+Hearing+about+the+parents+who+challenged+inappropriate+Christian+worship+being+directed+by+their+school+and+pushed+for+an+inclusive+alternative.&via=NatSecSoc&hashtags=EndCompulsoryWorship
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2019%2F12%2Fep-20-lee-and-lizanne-harris-compulsory-worship%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2019%2F12%2Fep-20-lee-and-lizanne-harris-compulsory-worship%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Ep+20%3A+Lee+and+Lizanne+Harris+%E2%80%93+compulsory+worship
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2019%2F12%2Fep-20-lee-and-lizanne-harris-compulsory-worship%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Ep+20%3A+Lee+and+Lizanne+Harris+%E2%80%93+compulsory+worship&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fpodcast%2F2019%2F12%2Fep-20-lee-and-lizanne-harris-compulsory-worship%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Ep+20%3A+Lee+and+Lizanne+Harris+%E2%80%93+compulsory+worship
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/podcast/tags/Collective+worship


Related Campaigns

Compulsory worship

No child should be compelled to pray in school.

Read More

Subscribe to NSS Podcasts: Apple Podcasts | Android | Google Podcasts | Stitcher | Spotify |
RSS | YouTube | Blubrry | TuneIn.

If you value the podcast please share it with a friend and leave us a positive review wherever you
get it. You can also support future podcasts and our campaigns by joining the NSS or making a
donation.
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