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Will the government protect the ethos of secular schools?
Posted: Tue, 13 Jul 2021 by Alastair Lichten
The Department for Education's protections for the secular community ethos of non-faith
academies are inadequate. This enables a consolidation of religious control and undermines
accountability, argues Alastair Lichten. Read More »
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Our school – and community – were severely disadvantaged
by our C of E status
Posted: Wed, 20 Jan 2021 by John Mapperley
Former headteacher John Mapperley says the school he ran was given a vastly reduced range of
options when considering academy status – and he believes the church puts its own interests
above those of pupils. Read More »
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Why was the Church of England allowed to influence the
direction of our local secular schools?
Posted: Mon, 09 Nov 2020 by Chris Leng
The church was given a key role on the board of our local multi-academy trust – even though there
were no faith schools in it. Chris Leng questions the assumptions which lay behind this
arrangement. Read More »
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My children’s school has become Christian by default
Posted: Fri, 14 Dec 2018 by Lee Harris
Lee Harris didn't choose a faith school for his children. But when he challenged evangelism at his
local school, he learnt that community school status doesn't necessarily prevent religion from being

imposed on children. Read More »
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The David and Goliath battle in our schools: parents versus
religion
Posted: Thu, 11 Jan 2018 by Megan Manson
As NSS research highlights a systemic bias against secular schooling, Megan Manson explores
the tactics used by religion to infiltrate education – and how parents are fighting back.
In November, the National Secular Society got a call from a parent whose... Read More »
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Casework focus: community schools and religious takeovers
Posted: Thu, 11 May 2017 by Alastair Lichten
Parents and staff regularly contact the NSS over concerns related to religious influence in their
schools. Campaigns officer Alastair Lichten looks at a typical example of the casework we receive
and what lessons can be learned.
A small rural primary school... Read More »
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When is a community school not a community school?
Posted: Wed, 06 Jul 2016 by Alastair Lichten
Religious organisations are pushing for an increased role in non-religious community schools. This
seriously risks blurring the line between faith and community schools, writes Alastair Lichten.
I've asked before "When is a faith school not a faith school?... Read More »
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When is a faith school not a faith school?
Posted: Wed, 08 Jul 2015 by Alastair Lichten

Academisation and the 'grey area' between faith and non-religious schools may allow even more
schools to assume a religious character by stealth. To avoid this, we need a much clearer definition
of 'faith school', argues Alastair Lichten.
The 1944 Education... Read More »
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Why so little openness in the establishment of these Sikh
schools?
Posted: Tue, 09 Apr 2013 by John Hunt
Guest post by John Hunt
Last month the local press reported that a Sikh free school "remains on course to open in
Hounslow in September": but there has been no reporting of the secrecy and subterfuge
surrounding its establishment.
Attendance at the only public... Read More »
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