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Election 2019: Where do the major parties stand on
secularist issues?
Posted: Thu, 28 Nov 2019 by Megan Manson
Megan Manson studies the main UK-wide parties' election manifestos – and says religion will
continue to be a dividing force in UK politics during the next parliament. Read More »
Tags: Circumcision, Democracy, Education, Election, Equality & Human Rights, Extremism, FGM,
Forced marriage, Freedom of Expression, House of Lords, Marriage, Public Services, RSE,
Religious Freedom, Religious Slaughter, Reproductive Rights

Don’t let mixed-sex civil partnerships distract from the need
for marriage reform
Posted: Wed, 03 Oct 2018 by Chris Sloggett
Campaigners' elation at the arrival of opposite-sex civil partnerships is understandable, says Chris
Sloggett. But beware politicians using it to excuse their failure to loosen the Church of England's
grip on marriage.
It's hard to begrudge Rebecca Steinfeld... Read More »
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Just how equal is marriage now?
Posted: Sun, 10 Jun 2018 by Megan Manson
After the NSS revealed the extra hassle and expense involved in arranging same-sex and nonreligious weddings in England and Wales, Megan Manson calls for marriage to be made a civil
affair in the eyes of the law.
The institution of marriage has radically transformed.... Read More »
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The Government should be wary of its review on sharia ‘law’
Posted: Wed, 07 Feb 2018 by Sadikur Rahman
Sadikur Rahman says implementing official recommendations on sharia 'courts' would entangle
civil and religious law and undermine vulnerable women's rights. The Government should instead

secularise the marriage laws.
Ten years ago today Rowan Williams suggested... Read More »
Tags: Islam, Marriage, One law for all, Sharia

State recognition of Islamic nikah marriages is no way to
empower Muslim women
Posted: Wed, 22 Nov 2017 by Sadikur Rahman
Most women in the UK who have Islamic weddings are missing out on their legal rights. The
solution to this problem must not lie in the automatic registration of Islamic marriages, argues
Sadikur Rahman.
Channel 4's documentary The Truth about Muslim Marriage... Read More »
Tags: Islam, Marriage

Sharia reviews and the case for non-accommodation and
non-regulation
Posted: Fri, 11 Nov 2016 by Sadikur Rahman
Our legal system cannot be permitted to fracture into parallel codes for different religious groups.
Sadikur Rahman writes on how to avoid accommodation with sharia while also protecting the
rights and interests of Muslim women.
The role of sharia law as practised... Read More »
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Is it time to separate church and state in marriage?
Posted: Thu, 13 Dec 2012 by Norman Bonney
By Norman Bonney
One fact that the on-going debate over equal marriage has highlighted is that current marriage
laws in England and Wales are of Byzantine complexity. They grant the power to many, but not all,
religious organisations to register marriages on... Read More »
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