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Meredith Doig, president of the Rationalist Society of Australia, reports on her country's continued
privileged treatment of religion.

One area of the political debate that does not receive much attention during election campaigns is
the question of religious influence on party policy.

This is a gap. Australians clearly prefer a separation between church and state. According to a
Herald/Nielsen poll conducted in the lead up to the 2010 federal election, 84% of people surveyed
agreed with the statement ''religion and politics should be separate''.

In Australia's increasingly complex society of many different cultures and different types of beliefs
or lack of belief, that would seem to be the only sensible approach.

Given the public holds a firm position on the relationship between religion and politics, the
Rationalist Society of Australia has taken on the task of assessing each party's commitment to the
principle of secularism by monitoring comments, statements, and parliamentary voting practices on
key policy issues and scoring each party accordingly.

Political parties that received a "Fail" essentially took the view that church and public policy is
inseparable, particularly on policy pertaining to end-of-life decisions, termination of pregnancy,
same-sex marriage, religious instruction in schools, and preferential treatment of religious
organizations.

Parties that presented mixed and contradictory messages on these issues received a B or C grade.

And parties awarded an A presented a consistent commitment to the principle of separation of
church and state, ensuring the provision of government services does not discriminate on religious
grounds.

How each party scored is in the public interest and, more importantly, in the interest of voters.

See the Secular Scorecard 2013.

The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the
NSS.

Meredith Doig

The views expressed in our blogs are those of the author and may not necessarily represent the
views of the NSS.

https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/authors/939
http://www.rationalist.com.au/secular-scorecard-2013/
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Related Campaigns

Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Related Articles

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

New extremism definition may put free speech at risk, NSS
warns

Proposed definition could 'label secularists as extremists'. Read More »

A state Church is no bulwark against extremism – but
secularism is

With its commitment to the separation of religion and state and safeguarding the rights of all
individuals, secularism can provide an effective defence against the spread of extremism, says
Stephen Evans. Read More »
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Report: CofE safeguarding “below standards” of secular
institutions

Most victims and survivors unsatisfied with safeguarding approaches, while safeguarding
'weaponised' to remove those "seen as a nuisance", report finds. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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