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The National Secular Society has welcomed a bill granting new powers to inspectors to tackle
illegal schools.

The Schools Bill, announced in the Queen's Speech today, will give education watchdog Ofsted
greater powers to crack down on unregistered schools that are operating illegally. This includes
strengthening the definition of what constitutes an illegal school.

Other measures in the bill include establishing a compulsory register for children not in school and
a requirement for schools to publish an attendance policy.

These measures will help protect children from being illegally educated in settings that are not
monitored to ensure children's education and welfare needs are being met.

Two other bills supported by the NSS, the Assisted Dying Bill and Education (Assemblies) Bill that
would end compulsory religious worship in schools, have now fallen.

NSS campaigning against illegal faith schools

The NSS has long worked to raise awareness of religious groups' use of illegal schools and
campaigns to end them.

Some religious groups operate unregistered schools in order to prioritise religious inculcation while
avoiding scrutiny under the independent school standards.

In 2020 the NSS responded to a Department for Education consultation in support of proposals to
change how independent educational settings are regulated. The analysis of the consultation
responses showed broad support for the proposed reforms.

NSS campaigns officer Ella Sen said: "The government has made a significant step in the right
direction to ensure all children's rights to decent education in safe settings are upheld.

"Too many children in insular religious communities are effectively 'missing' from education
because they attend unregistered settings that offer nothing but a narrow, religion-based
curriculum. Greater powers to crack down on such settings, combined with a register for home
educated children, will help to bring an end to these illegal schools."

While you're here

Our news and opinion content is an important part of our campaigns work. Many articles involve a
lot of research by our campaigns team. If you value this output, please consider supporting us
today.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-to-announce-new-laws-to-level-up-education-opportunity-so-no-child-is-left-behind
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2021/10/bishops-bench-rallies-against-assisted-dying-bill
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2021/12/bill-to-replace-worship-with-inclusive-assembles-heads-to-commons
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1073181/Regulating_Independent_Educational_Institutions_consultation_response.pdf
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End unregistered schools

All children in all communities have the right to a decent education in safe settings.

Read More

Related Articles

Experts speak out against religious abuse

Public authorities failing to tackle abuse in religious settings, panellists say at NSS event. Read
More »

NSS cautions DfE over “minimising” problem of unregistered
schools

NSS says guidance should make clear that unregistered schools are "never suitable" and "never
safe". Read More »

Labour announces plan for register of children not in school

Proposal to record children not attending school would help tackle unregistered faith schools, NSS
says. Read More »
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Unregistered school investigations nearly double in one year

Ofsted annual report also finds Religious Education in schools "not fit for purpose" Read More »

NSS research: religion a factor in 50% of school management
bans

NSS analysis finds prohibitions issued for running unregistered schools and promoting extremism.
Read More »
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