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Muslim or Christian
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The population of over 90% of countries that ban same-sex relationships is majority Muslim or
Christian.

Thirty-five of the 71 countries that criminalise homosexuality, or 49%, are nations where most
citizens are Muslims, according to the Erasing 76 Crimes news site.

Thirty-one countries, or 44%, are majority Christian.

The remaining five countries include Nigeria, which has a roughly 50-50 split of Muslims and
Christians. The other four are either Hindu or Buddhist majority. No country with a nonreligious
majority bans homosexuality.

Ten countries prescribe the death penalty for homosexuality. Apart from Nigeria, every one of
these countries is Muslim-majority. The penalty is based on sharia law.

Libya and Nigeria have anti-"gay propaganda" laws in addition to their laws outlawing same-sex
intimacy.

Erasing 76 Crimes, which focuses on "the human toll" of anti-LGBTI laws and the struggle to repeal
them, said while no European countries criminalise homosexuality, Russia and Lithuania have
enacted anti-"gay propaganda laws". Additionally, Russia has not intervened in the anti-gay
crackdown in Russia's semi-autonomous Republic of Chechnya.

It also noted that in the United States, anti-sodomy laws have been ruled unconstitutional but are
still on the books in 13 states.

"Strong trend is moving the world away from homophobic repression"

Erasing 76 Crimes said while the number of Christian-majority nations with anti-homosexuality laws
has shrunk in recent years, no Muslim-majority nation has acted recently to repeal an anti-LGBT
law.

It said: "Overall, a strong trend is moving the world away from homophobic repression — though
it's happening slowly."

The most recent country to repeal anti-gay laws was Buddhist-majority Bhutan in 2021.

Megan Manson, head of policy and research at the National Secular Society, said: "These findings
demonstrate the stark correlation between religion and oppression of LGBT+ people.

"And the more religion and state are intertwined, the harsher this oppression tends to be. Countries
where homosexuality is punishable by death are those where Islamic codes have been imbedded
into law.

https://76crimes.com/2022/04/20/nations-with-anti-lgbt-laws-49-muslim-44-christian/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment_for_homosexuality
https://76crimes.com/76-countries-where-homosexuality-is-illegal/
https://76crimes.com/76-countries-where-homosexuality-is-illegal/


"The findings underline the necessity of separating religion and state in all countries. When
religious codes are adopted as law, LGBT+ people are often among the first to suffer."

Notes

1. The 35 Muslim-majority countries that criminalise homosexuality are: Afghanistan, Algeria,
Bangladesh, Brunei, Chad, Comoros, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Indonesia (Aceh
Province and South Sumatra only), Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon (law ruled invalid in one court
in 2014 and disqualified for use against same-sex intimacy in another court in 2017), Libya,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine/Gaza Strip (lacking
broad international recognition as a country), Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, South
Sudan, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Yemen.

2. The 31 Christian-majority countries that criminalise homosexuality are: Antigua & Barbuda,
Barbados, Burundi, Cameroon, Cook Islands, Dominica, Ghana, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana,
Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, Liberia, Malawi (enforcement of law allegedly suspended), Namibia,
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Sierra Leone, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St
Vincent & the Grenadines, Swaziland / Eswatini, Tanzania, Togo, Tonga, Tuvalu, Uganda,
Zambia, Zimbabwe.

3. The remaining five countries are: Mauritius (Hindu majority), Myanmar (Buddhist majority),
Nigeria (roughly 50-50 Christian-Muslim), Singapore (largest religion Buddhism at 33%), Sri
Lanka (Buddhist majority)
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The Secular Charter outlines 10 principles that guide us as we campaign for a secular democracy
which safeguards all citizens' rights to freedom of and from religion.
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LGBT rights

Religion is no excuse for homophobia.

Read More
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NSS: investigate charity accused of exorcism and conversion
therapy

Christian charity allegedly told gay teenager he was possessed by a demon and subjected him to
four years of exorcism. Read More »

The universality of human rights needs defending

Seventy-five years on from the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its promise
of freedom and equality remains a distant dream for those living under religious rule, says Stephen
Evans. Read More »

Parents object to Catholic school lobbying on sex education

Parents and teachers call lobbying "scandalous", "heavy-handed". Read More »

NSS tells Scottish Government to keep religious dogma out
of sex ed

NSS: provisions in new guidance on sex education leaves door open for religious ideology, risking
children's wellbeing. Read More »

NSS: Don’t let NI faith schools fail pupils on reproductive
rights

Requirement for RSE to reflect "religious principles" conflicts with neutral lessons on reproductive
health in NI schools, NSS says. Read More »
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