NSS backs reduction in religious selection at
Suffolk faith schools
Posted: Thu, 10 Feb 2022
The National Secular Society has welcomed a decision to end religious selection in some Church
of England faith schools in Suffolk.
From September 2023, CofE voluntary controlled (VC) schools will stop prioritising church-going
families in their oversubscription criteria.
The move was backed by the NSS in response to a consultation by Suffolk County Council in
October. The proposal to remove this priority was made in response to concerns raised about
equality and inclusion.
In response to the consultation, the NSS called for religious discrimination to be dropped from all
state funded admissions in the county. It said religiously selective admissions criteria "sends a
message that legitimises discrimination and can give the impression that religious adherence is
required to attend the school".
A majority (68.4%) of consultation respondents also agreed with the change.
Previously, VC schools had prioritised "practising members of the Church of England (or other
church within the Worldwide Anglican Communion)" for a minimum period of one year before the
school application closing date.
St Edmundsbury and Ipswich Diocesan Board of Education requested that the council adjusted
admission arrangements for the 2021/2022 school year. This was to ensure COVID-19 restrictions
did not affect admission for families who were unable to be present at church.
In maintaining this arrangement, the council launched a consultation for the 2022/2024 school year.
Fifteen percent of parents or carers articulated concerns regarding the prioritisation of Anglican
families.
This led the council and the diocese to revise the criteria and consult for the 2023/2024 school
year.
NSS comment
NSS head of education Alastair Lichten said: "The move to end religious selection in some Suffolk
faith schools is a good start, but does not go far enough.
"The end to religious discrimination in school admissions must be put into UK law. No child should
be turned away from their local schools because of their family's faith.
"Reducing religious selection in schools would promote an inclusive education system and fairly
represent the diverse country that Britain is today."
Notes

Admissions to VC schools are controlled by the local council. They can legally only
discriminate in admissions with the approval of their local authority. The government does not
centrally record how many VC faith schools discriminate, though it is known to be far rarer
than discrimination in other types of faith school.
Thirty one percent of pupils in Suffolk face high or extreme restrictions on the choice of a nonfaith primary school. In September 2021, 122 pupils were assigned places at faith schools
against family preferences for a non-faith school.
The policy change will not affect the 66 voluntary aided and academy faith schools in Suffolk
where the council is not the admissions authority, many of which have faith selective
admissions.
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