Campaigners call for release of Iranian
blogger who ‘insulted Islam’

Posted: Tue, 26th Oct 2021

Over 200 organisations and individuals have called for the release of an Iranian blogger imprisoned
for 'blasphemy'.

An initiative launched by Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain (CEMB), Atheist Republic and Ex-
Muslims of Scandinavia aims to free Soheil Arabi (pictured), who has been imprisoned in Iran since
2013.

The National Secular Society is one of more than 200 organisations and individuals from around
the world who pledged their support to mark ‘International Soheil Day' on 3 October.

Arabi was sentenced to death in November 2013 on charges of "insulting the Prophet of Islam™ in
Facebook posts that were critical of the Iranian state and some senior officials.

Due to public pressure, his sentence was commuted in 2015 to several years' imprisonment and
two years of mandatory study of Islamic theology. Whilst in prison, he has continued to speak out
to expose inhumane prison conditions and defend freedom of thought.

In August he was sentenced to another two years in prison for "spreading propaganda with the
intention of disturbing public opinion™.

On 7 October he was summoned to court to face additional charges, including "offensive
statements against the supreme leader of Iran”. Arabi and another civil activist refused to attend
the court or accept its legitimacy and were threatened and beaten as a result. The two men have
been on hunger strike since 19 October.

Last week Arabi's mother, Farangiz Mazloum, was summoned to serve an 18-month prison
sentence for demanding justice for her son. In an interview with Iran International, Mazloum said
the regime had begun arresting mothers to prevent protests commemorating those killed during the
2019 'Bloody November' protests in Iran.

Mazloum said she is extremely concerned about her son's situation and has not heard from him.

In 2017 Arabi won Reporters Without Borders's Press Freedom Prize. The prize honours
courageous and independent journalists who have faced threats or imprisonment for their work and
who have challenged the abuse of power.

CEMB spokesperson Maryam Namazie said: "Every day must be Soheil Day if we are going to
save his life and secure his freedom.

"Freedom of conscience, including the freedom not to follow a religion and to criticise religion, is a
basic human right. Soheil is saying this loud and clear from an Iranian prison at great risk to his life.
The least we can do is stand with him and his mother, and ensure they are never alone or forgotten
until Soheil is free."


https://www.ex-muslim.org.uk/2021/09/3-october-soheil-day
https://iran-hrm.com/2021/08/08/political-prisoner-soheil-arabi-sentenced-to-two-more-years-behind-bars/
https://www.en-hrana.org/soheil-arabi-and-behnam-moosivand-go-on-a-hunger-strike-in-rajai-shahr-prison/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnfCjXXyrio
https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-tv5monde-prize-goes-polish-reporter-tomasz-piatek-iranian-photographer-soheil-arabi-and-turkish

CEMB encourages supporters to take the following action to support Soheil Arabi:

¢ Sign a petition at Change.org calling for his release. It currently has over 100,000 signatures.

e Send a postcard to Arabi and his mother expressing your support and solidarity. You can post
the postcard to BM Box 1919, London WC1N 3XX.

¢ Raise awareness on social media using the hashtags #FreeSoheil #SoheilDay #SoheilArabi
and #FarangizMazloum.

¢ Raise his case with human rights organisations urging them to make it a priority.
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