End religious discrimination in education,
NSS urges equality commission
Posted: Tue, 28 Sep 2021
The National Secular Society has called for an end to religious discrimination in schools to enhance
fairness for children and young people.
In response to a consultation by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), the NSS
said exemptions in equality law allow schools to discriminate against children and their families on
the basis of religion or belief.
Equality for children
The EHRC is consulting on its strategic plan for 2022 to 2025. Its policy objectives for this period
include "fairness for children and young people".
The NSS said it completely supported this objective. But it warned exemptions in the Equality Act
2010 permit schools with a religious character to discriminate against children in many aspects of
school life, including in admissions. It called for an end to these exemptions.
It also urged the Commission to support the repeal of laws requiring daily collective worship in all
state-funded schools.
The NSS submission called on the EHRC to push for enhanced citizenship and human rights
education as part of its plan to to "foster good relations, promote respect and understanding of
rights."
It said the EHRC should also work to ensure all schools teach an LGBT-inclusive education "with
no religious exceptions"
Other equality objectives
The EHRC's policy objectives also include "upholding an effective framework for protecting equality
and human rights", "fairness in the workplace", and "promoting respect between groups".
NSS recommendations in these areas included:
Including 'caste' as a specific protected characteristic in the Equality Act 2010.
Addressing the disparity of protection for male and female children in laws regarding genital
cutting.
Ensuring religious organisations providing public services do not proselytise.
Preventing organisations from abusing the 'genuine occupational requirement' in job adverts.
Tackling charities that are failing in their duties to equality and human rights.
Upholding the principle of one law for all – including tackling the effects of religious courts on
this.
NSS comment

NSS head of policy and research Megan Manson said: "We strongly support the EHRC's objectives
for the coming years.
"However, without tackling religious privilege that interferes with education, public services,
healthcare and other aspects of public life, the EHRC will not be able to fully achieve its laudable
aims.
"We urge the EHRC to ensure religious demands do not undermine fairness, freedom and human
rights for the wider public."
Notes
The Equality and Human Rights Commission is a non-departmental public body responsible
for the promotion and enforcement of equality and non-discrimination laws in England,
Scotland and Wales.
The EHRC's consultation closes on Thursday.
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