Government doesn’t know how many children
are forced into faith schools

Posted: Thu, 29th Jul 2021
The government has said it has no estimate of how many children are effectively forced into faith
schools, or left unable to attend their local school because of religious discrimination, in England.

Schools minister Nick Gibb made the admission in response to questions from Conservative MP
and National Secular Society supporter Crispin Blunt in parliament last week.

Blunt asked what estimate the education secretary had made of the number of pupils with "no
reasonable choice other than to attend a faith school due to lack of secular provision in their area".

He also asked for an estimate of "the number of pupils unable to access their nearest school
because of religiously selective admissions".

In response Gibb said the Department for Education hadn't made an estimate of either figure.
He said "the majority of parents are offered a place at a school of their choice".

He added that local authorities "have a duty to provide sufficient school places in their area” and
faith schools are "popular with parents".

NSS research on school choice

Last year NSS research found that more than 130,000 children had been sent to faith schools in
England despite their parents expressing a preference for a non-faith school since 2014.

And in 2018 a major NSS report, The Choice Delusion, found that almost three in 10 families in
England lived in areas where most or all of the closest primary schools are faith schools.

The NSS also frequently works with families who are unable to attend local schools due to religious
discrimination, and local campaigners who object to plans for discriminatory faith schools.

In recent months these have included proposals to open new schools in Peterborough and
Kingston-upon-Thames.

Earlier this year the NSS also launched a collection of research on the impact of state-funded faith
schools. The bank significantly undermines the claims commonly made in their favour.

NSS comment
NSS chief executive Stephen Evans called the government's response "inadequate”.

"The government often tries to justify faith schools on the basis of parental choice — as it has in
response to these questions. But ministers appear uninterested in the fact that faith schools restrict
choice for thousands of families every year.
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"A society which valued the rights of its citizens equally would end faith-based discrimination and
roll back state-funded faith schools. The state should support inclusive secular schools which
enable children to form their own views on religion and educate them together, regardless of their
religious background.”
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Allowing more religious selection in schools would be a big
mistake

Abandoning the 50% admission cap would exacerbate the discrimination, disadvantage and
division inherent with faith schools, argues Stephen Evans. Read More »

NSS joins open letter against faith school discrimination

Education experts, politicians, religious leaders and public figures unite to call on Education
Secretary to keep the faith school admissions cap. Read More »

NSS urges PM to retain cap on faith-based admissions

Supporters of inclusive schools encouraged to tell MPs to protect the 50% cap. Read More »

NSS alarmed at plan to let new schools select all pupils
based on faith

Faith-based academies could be free to select all pupils based on religion within months, sources
say. Read More »

Councils say faith schools disadvantaging looked after
children

Evidence increasing that faith schools disadvantage those with greatest need. Read More »
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