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A local authority has launched a review of governance at a state-funded faith school where a large
wedding took place, in violation of coronavirus restrictions, last month.

Hackney Council has launched a "full review" of governance procedures at Yesodey Hatorah
Senior Girls School, an Orthodox Jewish school, according to a report in The Jewish Chronicle.

Police broke up a wedding of around 150 people at the school on 21 January and have since
issued two £10,000 fines over the event.

In a statement shortly afterwards, the school said it had "no knowledge that the wedding was taking
place".

But according to whistleblowers cited in Jewish News last week, the school was one of five venues
which have been regularly used for weddings during the Covid pandemic in Stamford Hill in north
London.

This claim was part of a wider report which suggested there have been significant lockdown
breaches among Orthodox Jews in the area throughout the pandemic.

School's previous record

Several incidents at the school have raised serious concerns in recent years.

In 2019 the school was accused of pressurising parents into taking their children out of sex
education lessons.

The school was also caught removing references to homosexuality from textbooks in 2018 and
censoring questions about evolution and human biology on exam papers in 2013.

The school was placed in special measures in 2018, after it was found 'inadequate' by Ofsted.

NSS comment

The National Secular Society asked representatives from the Department for Education whether
they were investigating the school's role in the event during a meeting last week.

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans welcomed Hackney Council's investigation.

"Yesodey Hatorah has a long-standing record of deep intransigence in the face of reasonable
efforts to hold it to account.

"Faith groups can't be allowed to see themselves as above the law or beyond reproach."

Other relevant reports

https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/police-issue-second-10-000-fine-over-yesodey-hatorah-wedding-1.511420
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-55764673
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/jn-investigation-for-months-theyve-broken-every-rule-in-the-book/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-50566453
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-50566453
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/03/nss-school-which-censored-textbooks-trying-to-hide-from-criticism
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2013/10/jewish-faith-school-caught-censoring-questions-on-science-exam-papers
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/jewish-school-found-redacting-textbooks-put-into-special-measures/


Jewish News has also reported this week that up to two-thirds of London's strictly Orthodox
Jews had Covid-19 last year. This is one of the highest rates in the world and more than nine
times higher than the national average.
Meanwhile the paper has also said sections of the Orthodox Jewish community have
launched a boycott campaign in response to its recent reporting.
A report in iNews this week has also said illegal Charedi Jewish schools are continuing to
operate in Stamford Hill during lockdown.
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