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Changes in law are needed to ensure meat from non-stun slaughter only reaches religious markets
and not general consumers, a government committee has said.

The Animal Welfare Committee (AWC) has recommended a series of changes to religious non-
stun slaughter regulations in order to reduce animal suffering.

The recommendations were made in a review on slaughter regulations published by the
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) this week. The review aimed to assess
the effectiveness of the law in protecting animal welfare at slaughter.

The AWC advises Defra and the Scottish and Welsh governments on the welfare of animals.

It recommended "tightening the intention that meat from non-stun religious slaughter be destined
for religious markets and not the general consumer".

This "might also bring in" a requirement to label meat from non-stun slaughter, in addition to
"supply and demand requirements".

The National Secular Society argues for such measures to be put in place to protect consumer
rights and animal welfare while religious non-stun slaughter is permitted.

In 2018 NSS research found that meat from animals which have not been stunned before slaughter
is widespread in UK supermarkets.

The AWC also recommended that animals that do not become unconscious after their necks are
cut should be subject to a "post cut intervention stun" to reduce the time of suffering.

It also recommended improving the effectiveness of stunning techniques specific to halal slaughter.

Concerns from animal welfare groups

UK law requires that animals are stunned before slaughter, with an exemption for kosher or halal
meat to meet Jewish and Muslim religious dietary preferences. This exemption has been criticised
by animal welfare groups for causing unnecessary suffering.

The RSPCA, Compassion in World Farming, the British Veterinary Association and the Humane
Slaughter Association were among stakeholders consulted by Defra that raised animal welfare
concerns regarding non-stun slaughter.

The review said a "number of stakeholders" reiterated "long held views that slaughter without
stunning should be banned".

In the absence of a ban, stakeholders called for several measures which the NSS has also recently
argued for:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/welfare-of-animals-at-the-time-of-killing-england-regulations-2015-post-implementation-review?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=d1eed249-197c-453b-b08c-f613dcb246ec&utm_content=immediately
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/01/unstunned-meat-widespread-in-uk-supermarkets-nss-research-reveals/


Introducing "method of slaughter labelling".
Ensuring the supply of non-stun meat does not exceed local demand and ending the export
of meat from non-stunned animals.
Providing greater transparency of data regarding non-stun slaughter.

The review noted that the percentage of sheep slaughtered without stunning increased from 10% in
2011 to 25% in 2018. The percentage of poultry slaughtered without stunning increased from four
per cent to 10% in the same period.

NSS comment

NSS head of research and policy Megan Manson said: "The government should take heed of the
AWC's recommendations and introduce compulsory labelling for meat products that clearly indicate
whether they came from non-stun slaughter.

"While exemptions permitting religious non-stun slaughter remain in place, labelling is the only way
to ensure consumers can choose to avoid non-stun meat.

"The government should also note calls from stakeholders in its review to ban all forms of non-stun
slaughter. Religious freedom is a qualified right, and it should be limited where it causes
unnecessary suffering to animals."
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No more religious exemptions from animal welfare laws.

Read More

Related Articles

NSS slams government for backtracking on non-stun
slaughter labels

Defra consultation on "fairer food labelling" omits slaughter, despite 97% supporting labels for
slaughter method. Read More »

Ritual slaughter: is the government about to renege on its
commitment to consult?

Stephen Evans criticises the government's U-turn on animal welfare and says food labelling policy
should serve consumers rather than religious interests. Read More »

Wales Green Party drops pledge to ban non-stun slaughter

Members vote to monitor slaughter "without prejudice towards minority religious and cultural
groups". Read More »

Clear support for mandatory labels for non-stun meat, report
finds

There is significant support for mandatory labels for meat from animals slaughtered without
stunning, a government... Read More »

Policy could drive up non-stun meat in public sector, NSS
warns

Policy changes could lead to more meat from animals slaughtered without stunning supplied in the
public sector, the NSS has warned. Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/religious-slaughter/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-slams-government-for-backtracking-on-non-stun-slaughter-labels
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-slams-government-for-backtracking-on-non-stun-slaughter-labels
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-slams-government-for-backtracking-on-non-stun-slaughter-labels
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/01/ritual-slaughter-is-the-government-about-to-renege-on-commitment-to-consult
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/01/ritual-slaughter-is-the-government-about-to-renege-on-commitment-to-consult
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/01/ritual-slaughter-is-the-government-about-to-renege-on-commitment-to-consult
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/wales-green-party-drops-pledge-to-ban-non-stun-slaughter
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/wales-green-party-drops-pledge-to-ban-non-stun-slaughter
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/09/clear-support-for-mandatory-labels-for-non-stun-meat-report-finds
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/09/clear-support-for-mandatory-labels-for-non-stun-meat-report-finds
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/09/clear-support-for-mandatory-labels-for-non-stun-meat-report-finds
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/08/policy-could-drive-up-non-stun-meat-in-public-sector-nss-warns
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/08/policy-could-drive-up-non-stun-meat-in-public-sector-nss-warns
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/08/policy-could-drive-up-non-stun-meat-in-public-sector-nss-warns

