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A major curriculum reform bill which would replace religious education with a more pluralistic
alternative in Wales will proceed to the next parliamentary stage after a Senedd committee's
recommendation.

The Children, Young People and Education Committee has recommended that the Senedd agree
the general principles of the Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Bill.

The National Secular Society was among groups who gave evidence during the committee's
scrutiny of the bill, and the committee's report drew heavily on the NSS's evidence.

The bill will replace RE with religion, values and ethics (RVE), among other reforms, which include
making comprehensive relationships and sexuality education (RSE) compulsory.

The committee did not recommend further religious exemptions or loopholes in the bill, despite
calls from some faith groups including the Catholic Education Service (CES).

The CES has rigorously objected in particular to the fact the bill will require faith schools to offer a
pluralistic RVE option that must be in accordance with the locally agreed syllabus.

NSS position on the bill

The NSS largely supports the Welsh government's efforts to reform RE, although it has warned that
ministers risk falling short of their own ambitions.

The society's concerns include the fact that the new syllabus will still allow faith schools to teach a
denominational form of RVE, although they will be required to offer a more objective and pluralistic
option where parents request it.

The NSS has also raised concerns that some pupils will miss out on comprehensive rights-based
RSE where faith schools are permitted to teach it through an often discriminatory religious ethos.

The NSS has long argued that children should receive an objective and pluralistic education on
religion and belief.

Committee's key recommendations

In a report outlining its findings, published last Friday, the committee said the Welsh government
should:

Consider concerns around the purpose of local bodies which determine RE curricula,
currently known as standing advisory councils on religious education (SACREs). It noted NSS
criticisms of SACREs, which tend to be heavily influenced by religious interests.
Launch a myth-busting campaign around relationships and sex education – a
recommendation which the NSS helped to secure.

https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/pri-ld13294/pri-ld13294%20-e.pdf
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2020/10/nss-gives-evidence-to-senedd-committee-over-welsh-curriculum-reform
https://www.secularism.org.uk/21st-century-re-for-all/rve-wales.html
https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld13898/cr-ld13898-e.pdf


Clarify why the bill did not provide for older children to choose the form of RVE they prefer
when they are mature enough.
Consider how it can ensure the place of human rights, including children's rights, is "secure in
the long-term" in the curriculum.
Prescribe more key material where there are concerns it could otherwise drop off the
syllabus.

NSS extensively quoted in report

The report featured mentions of the NSS's concerns around:

Faith schools' ongoing ability to teach a denominational syllabus.
Plans to remove the parental right to withdraw children from RVE while the potential
remained for the subject to be used as a vehicle for proselytisation.
The fact that the bill does not contain plans to abolish the requirement on schools to hold acts
of collective worship.

In response to the report's publication the NSS has now briefed members of the Senedd, who are
due to debate the bill and the committee's report next week.

NSS comment

NSS head of education Alastair Lichten said: "The committee has rightly resisted religious pressure
which would water down children's right to a pluralistic and critically-informed education on religion
and belief.

"It's also made several helpful recommendations which should prompt ministers to take further
steps to put children's interests before those of religious groups."

Discuss on Facebook

Stand up for pluralistic education in Wales

Welsh government plans would see Religion, Values and Ethics taught in a more pluralistic way.
But they fall short of ensuring every pupil gets genuinely balanced and critical RVE. Find out more
and help improve the proposals.

Find out more
Write to your Senedd members

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Faith schools, RE

Related Campaigns

https://www.facebook.com/NationalSecularSociety/posts/3556361827765476?__cft__[0]=AZVa1mjCTf02BH-3cFn0QVcs1aOKvI7tYCaZLHdTKo5tjXPOmu6tmpyKsTs1rcOsSk8WWuvNFs7XzW0_27L40Ow6lTUhICGzn1An5-MnczoKsK3i_GDlho388eEctKwaiCXofFByVbkRsfRMYSA8OKck3mn_lqdw6IiWGFt4uy1cQsfJXb5ySGqpo6zV8Q0DbtE&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.secularism.org.uk/21st-century-re-for-all/rve-wales.html
https://www.secularism.org.uk/21st-century-re-for-all/template-letter.html
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2Freligious-pressure-resisted-as-welsh-re-reform-plans-progress%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2Freligious-pressure-resisted-as-welsh-re-reform-plans-progress%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Religious+pressure+resisted+as+Welsh+RE+reform+plans+progress
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2Freligious-pressure-resisted-as-welsh-re-reform-plans-progress%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Religious+pressure+resisted+as+Welsh+RE+reform+plans+progress&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2Freligious-pressure-resisted-as-welsh-re-reform-plans-progress%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Religious+pressure+resisted+as+Welsh+RE+reform+plans+progress
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Faith+schools
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/RE


Rethink RE

We need a new subject to teach children about worldviews, citizenship and ethics.

Read More

No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More

Related Articles

Remove religious barriers to inclusion in NI schools, paper
says

"Little change" in school religious composition for over two decades, research finds Read More »

Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
Read More »

NSS highlights religious barriers to inclusive education in NI

NSS response to inquiry calls for more integrated schools and more secular education system in
Northern Ireland. Read More »

Church plans to use schools to drive conversion of children

The Church of England has unveiled plans to use schools to drive recruitment of children and
young people to Christianity.... Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/21st-century-re-for-all/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/21st-century-re-for-all/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/faith-schools/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/faith-schools/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/remove-religious-barriers-to-inclusion-in-ni-schools-paper-says
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/remove-religious-barriers-to-inclusion-in-ni-schools-paper-says
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/remove-religious-barriers-to-inclusion-in-ni-schools-paper-says
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/peer-calls-for-more-secular-democracy-in-re-debate
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/peer-calls-for-more-secular-democracy-in-re-debate
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/nss-highlights-religious-barriers-to-inclusive-education-in-ni
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/nss-highlights-religious-barriers-to-inclusive-education-in-ni
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/07/church-plans-to-use-schools-to-drive-conversion-of-children
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/07/church-plans-to-use-schools-to-drive-conversion-of-children


Pupils at failing Catholic school 'do not learn about other
faiths'

A state-funded Catholic school has been criticised by inspectors for failing to teach pupils about
other religions.... Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/07/pupils-at-failing-catholic-school-do-not-learn-about-other-faiths
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/07/pupils-at-failing-catholic-school-do-not-learn-about-other-faiths
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/07/pupils-at-failing-catholic-school-do-not-learn-about-other-faiths

