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Members of the Scottish parliament have voted in favour of the 'general principles' of Scotland's
current hate crime bill, but many have warned that freedom of expression protections must be
strengthened.

MSPs backed the bill by 91 votes to 29 in a vote to mark its first parliamentary stage on Tuesday,
following a debate.

The National Secular Society has joined with a wide range of other groups to warn of the threat
posed to freedom of expression by 'stirring up hatred' offences within the bill.

The NSS briefed MSPs before this week's vote.

Since introducing the bill the Scottish government has said it will introduce several amendments
which would mitigate the threat to freedom of expression, including on religion.

This week justice secretary Humza Yousaf said he would accept a series of recommendations from
the justice committee and strengthen protections for freedom of expression.

NSS response

The NSS has welcomed the amendments but said the bill continues to pose a threat to free
speech.

In response to this week's vote, an NSS spokesperson said: "We'll continue to work with members
of the Scottish parliament to protect free speech as the bill proceeds to the next stage.

"The best way to do this would be to scrap the stirring up hatred offences in this bill altogether.
Failing that, further substantial revisions are necessary to avoid an unacceptable erosion of
freedom of expression."

Watch the debate

The Scottish parliament has an official summary of the debate on its website.

Protect free speech in Scotland

New hate crime laws proposed for Scotland could seriously undermine freedom of expression -
including the freedom to criticise or satirise religion. Find out more and help us protect free speech.
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Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.

Read More
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NSS: Report reveals ‘inherent danger’ of Islamophobia
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schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values
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NSS hosts talk with author of Annie Besant book

Renowned author Michael Meyer discusses 'A Dirty, Filthy Book' in online event. Read More »
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