
Religious belonging in decline in Scotland,
official survey finds
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The National Secular Society has called for a rethink of religion's privileged role in Scotland's
education system after official data showed a solid majority of Scots do not belong to a religion.

In the Scottish Household Survey 2019 annual report, which Scotland's chief statistician published
on Tuesday, 56% of adults reported that they did not belong to any religion.

The figure, which stood at just 40% in 2009, has risen by four per cent since the 2018 report.

Meanwhile the proportion of adults who say they belong to the Church of Scotland has sharply
declined since 2009, from 34% to 20%.

Scotland's state schools are predominantly divided into denominational Catholic schools and non-
denominational schools.

Local authorities in Scotland are legally required to appoint three religious representatives to sit on
local authority education committees. At least one of these must come from the Church of Scotland
and in most cases, at least one from the Catholic Church.

The NSS campaigns to end religious representatives' automatic right to sit on local authority
education committees and for children to be educated together in secular schools.

NSS comment

Responding to the survey findings, NSS head of education Alastair Lichten said: "With religious
belonging in decline, the sectarian divisions in Scotland's education system are looking ever more
archaic, nonsensical and counter-productive.

"The Scottish government should take this opportunity to reconsider Scotland's system of non-
denominational and denominational schools, and religious representatives' privileged role on local
authority education committees."

Further evidence of declining religiosity

Other recent research appears to corroborate this week's findings on religiosity in Scotland. In
2017 the Scottish Social Attitudes Survey found that 58% of Scots had no religion.

See also: If we want a tolerant Scotland, let's educate children together, by Alastair Lichten.
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No more faith schools
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Read More

Related Articles

NI assembly votes in favour of inclusive, evidence-based
RSE

MLAs speak of "twisted" RSE teaching that thoughts of sex are "sinful" and same-sex relationships
"laughed at". Read More »

Faith school takeover proceeds despite overwhelming
opposition

NSS: Governors 'concealing' strength of feeling against Church of England ethos. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F09%2Freligious-belonging-in-decline-in-scotland-official-survey-finds%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F09%2Freligious-belonging-in-decline-in-scotland-official-survey-finds%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Religious+belonging+in+decline+in+Scotland%2C+official+survey+finds
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F09%2Freligious-belonging-in-decline-in-scotland-official-survey-finds%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Religious+belonging+in+decline+in+Scotland%2C+official+survey+finds&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F09%2Freligious-belonging-in-decline-in-scotland-official-survey-finds%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Religious+belonging+in+decline+in+Scotland%2C+official+survey+finds
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Faith+schools
https://www.secularism.org.uk/faith-schools/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/faith-schools/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/ni-assembly-votes-in-favour-of-inclusive-evidence-based-rse
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/ni-assembly-votes-in-favour-of-inclusive-evidence-based-rse
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/ni-assembly-votes-in-favour-of-inclusive-evidence-based-rse
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/faith-school-takeover-proceeds-despite-overwhelming-opposition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/faith-school-takeover-proceeds-despite-overwhelming-opposition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/faith-school-takeover-proceeds-despite-overwhelming-opposition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values


Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

Allowing more religious selection in schools would be a big
mistake

Abandoning the 50% admission cap would exacerbate the discrimination, disadvantage and
division inherent with faith schools, argues Stephen Evans. Read More »

NSS joins open letter against faith school discrimination

Education experts, politicians, religious leaders and public figures unite to call on Education
Secretary to keep the faith school admissions cap. Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/allowing-more-religious-selection-in-schools-would-be-a-big-mistake
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/allowing-more-religious-selection-in-schools-would-be-a-big-mistake
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/allowing-more-religious-selection-in-schools-would-be-a-big-mistake
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-joins-open-letter-against-faith-school-discrimination
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-joins-open-letter-against-faith-school-discrimination

