Mandatory declaration of religion breaches
human rights, says NSS

Posted: Fri, 26th Jun 2020

The National Secular Society has challenged a requirement that parents in Greece must declare
their religion on children's birth certificates in an intervention at the European Court of Human
Rights.

In Papanikolaou v Greece, the ECHR is considering whether the obligation violates article nine of
the European Convention on Human Rights, which protects the right to freedom of religion and
belief.

In a submission to the court, the NSS has argued that the obligation goes against both article nine
and article eight, which protects the right to private and family life.

NSS submission

The NSS said the obligation is "blatantly contrary to the convention” and is "clearly unnecessary
processing of sensitive personal data contrary to the fundamental rights of parent and child".

It added that the obligation depends on treating those of a particular faith "as a cohesive group”,
defying the need to treat freedom of religion or belief primarily as an individual right.

The society argued that the requirement goes against both the plain words of the relevant articles
of the ECHR and relevant case law.

In previous cases the ECHR has ruled that requiring individuals to reveal their personal beliefs
violates article nine.

It has also established that disclosure of information about personal religious and philosophical
convictions may engage article eight, as such convictions concern some of the most intimate
aspects of private life.

NSS comment

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans said: "We've intervened in this case to uphold the
principle that nobody should be required to reveal their personal beliefs, which can often be
a very sensitive issue, without very good reason.

"There's no good reason why the Greek state should need to know the religion of a newborn
child's parents, so the court should ensure it upholds the right to freedom of belief and the
right to privacy."

NSS intervention welcomed

Panayote Dimitras of Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) — which monitors, lobbies and litigates on
human and minority rights and anti-discrimination issues in Greece — said the NSS's intervention
was "greatly appreciated".



He added that it would "add crucial arguments" to the points raised in GHM's own submission, as
was the case in previous similar cases before the court.

Image: Building of the European Court of Human Rights, via Wikipedia, © User: CherryX [CC BY-
SA 3.0]

Discuss on Facebook

While you're here

Our news and opinion content is an important part of our campaigns work. Many articles involve a
lot of research by our campaigns team. If you value this output, please consider supporting us
today.

e Support us from just £1 a month

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter

Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: FORB

Related Campaigns

Freedom of religion or belief

Secularism protects freedom of religion or belief for all.

Read More

Related Articles

The universality of human rights needs defending

Seventy-five years on from the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its promise
of freedom and equality remains a distant dream for those living under religious rule, says Stephen
Evans. Read More »


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:CherryX
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.facebook.com/NationalSecularSociety/posts/3082725991795731?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBfz0rmGJJFAyCKfhLeVZH5iOxRfyiOtDZK37AOUQcRMZQ5KsLsilsr3RrNaMQUOPlnFkpMy9MWLjMPt0tdWK1zQ6o4ytL8s1KTDFaOfS1qSZZBua0amCuzQb3VgMoytRFX1Sfo2R8OwU9g2AGkIBHT-4CqjTUnsJof6fl7C6x2GixK4oGEWY0CvYATNbi4En6NGvcs4GrirB1_lwgICWeuimKOXIVlF9T-Yex6-GJtNRoBaoHW3tNl6Bt_tS3-JmXB-W0N9bGvXFqBjiVZwkxEnAmrZNvIY-W4SgNWAXrVX5uHA0YV-XRELzfeWKyvJQKUfUbMsTl9AvsJ7ioHOzqrpA&__tn__=-R
https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2Fno-need-for-parents-religion-on-birth-certificates-nss-tells-echr%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2Fno-need-for-parents-religion-on-birth-certificates-nss-tells-echr%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Mandatory+declaration+of+religion+breaches+human+rights%2C+says+NSS
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2Fno-need-for-parents-religion-on-birth-certificates-nss-tells-echr%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Mandatory+declaration+of+religion+breaches+human+rights%2C+says+NSS&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2Fno-need-for-parents-religion-on-birth-certificates-nss-tells-echr%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Mandatory+declaration+of+religion+breaches+human+rights%2C+says+NSS
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/FoRB
https://www.secularism.org.uk/forb/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/forb/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/12/the-universality-of-human-rights-needs-defending
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/12/the-universality-of-human-rights-needs-defending

Freedom of religion or belief must include the freedom to
‘blaspheme’

The freedom to question and criticise religious ideas in the same manner as any other kind is
foundational to a democratic... Read More »

Established church hinders religious freedom, NSS tells UN
expert

The NSS has told a UN expert that lack of separation between Church and state is undermining
freedom of religion or belief in the UK. Read More »

Study: Jurors could be biased against people who don’t
swear to God

Bias against people who don't swear a religious oath in court may lead to hundreds of additional
convictions, researchers... Read More »

NSS welcomes shelving of Bill of Rights

The National Secular Society has welcomed the government's decision to shelve its plan to replace
the Human Rights... Read More »


https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/09/freedom-of-religion-must-include-the-freedom-to-blaspheme
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/09/freedom-of-religion-must-include-the-freedom-to-blaspheme
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/09/freedom-of-religion-must-include-the-freedom-to-blaspheme
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/established-church-hinders-religious-freedom-nss-tells-un-expert
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/established-church-hinders-religious-freedom-nss-tells-un-expert
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/established-church-hinders-religious-freedom-nss-tells-un-expert
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/04/study-jurors-could-be-biased-against-people-who-dont-swear-to-god
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/04/study-jurors-could-be-biased-against-people-who-dont-swear-to-god
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/04/study-jurors-could-be-biased-against-people-who-dont-swear-to-god
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/09/nss-welcomes-shelving-of-bill-of-rights
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2022/09/nss-welcomes-shelving-of-bill-of-rights

