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Faith schools in Wales will be required to offer a non-denominational religion, values and ethics
(RVE) syllabus where parents request it under proposals outlined today.

Under Welsh government plans faith schools will be allowed to continue to teach RVE from a
religious perspective but will also be required to offer a more impartial alternative.

The proposals would amend ministers' plans to remove the parental right to withdraw children from
religious education, which were outlined in January.

Parents will be able to opt for the non-denominational syllabus but will not be allowed to withdraw
their children.

Meanwhile non-faith schools will no longer have to offer a faith-based syllabus when parents
request it.

The National Secular Society has lobbied the Welsh government throughout the process of
drawing up the new syllabus.

The NSS has urged ministers, including education minister Kirsty Williams, not to remove the right
to withdraw from education about religion until it is suitably reformed.

Ministers considered more fundamental reform

In a consultation document outlining its plans, the Welsh government has made clear that it
considered imposing a new obligation on all schools to teach RE in a pluralistic manner.

But it added that it was "not proposing to pursue this option because it would have significant
implications for schools of religious character".

NSS reaction

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans said the latest plans represented a welcome
acknowledgement of human rights concerns but created significant and needless complexity.

"The Welsh government has rightly recognised that removing the right of withdrawal from
religious education will have human rights implications unless the subject is substantially
reformed, particularly in faith schools.

"But its solution raises serious questions about the practicality of faith schools running two
different syllabuses.?It leaves the subject area in the hands of special interest groups
and?falls short of ensuring all pupils have equal access to an objective and pluralistic
education about religion and belief.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2020-05/consultation-document-curriculum-for-wales-religion-values-and-ethics.pdf
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2020/01/parents-set-to-lose-right-to-withdraw-children-from-re-in-wales
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2020-05/consultation-document-curriculum-for-wales-religion-values-and-ethics.pdf


"This is also a reminder that state sponsorship of faith schools obstructs efforts to
introduce suitable reforms to RE and make education about religion and belief credible."

Reiteration of previous plans

The document also reiterates plans which had previously been outlined, including:

A decision to change the name of religious education to religion, values and ethics.
A plan to retain SACREs – bodies which determine RE syllabuses locally – but attempt to
make them more inclusive by including Humanist representatives. The NSS campaigns for
the abolition of SACREs so all children are entitled to an impartial religion and belief
curriculum.
A requirement that RVE syllabuses include non-religious worldviews.

The NSS is encouraging supporters in Wales to respond to the consultation, which closes
on 28 July.
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What the NSS stands for

The Secular Charter outlines 10 principles that guide us as we campaign for a secular democracy
which safeguards all citizens' rights to freedom of and from religion.
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Rethink RE

We need a new subject to teach children about worldviews, citizenship and ethics.

Read More
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NSS: Ofsted research shows RE is “a hopeless case”

Ofsted says subject "continues to wilt", with some schools teaching "little discernible RE". Read
More »

Response unit needed to tackle blasphemy flashpoints,
report says

Recommendations echo NSS calls for more support for schools facing religious intimidation and
threats. Read More »

Remove religious barriers to inclusion in NI schools, paper
says

"Little change" in school religious composition for over two decades, research finds Read More »

Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
Read More »

NSS highlights religious barriers to inclusive education in NI

NSS response to inquiry calls for more integrated schools and more secular education system in
Northern Ireland. Read More »
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