NSS urges UN to push government to pass
law on caste discrimination

Posted: Wed, 11th Mar 2020

The National Secular Society has urged the UN Human Rights Council to push the UK government
to legislate to outlaw discrimination on the grounds of ‘caste’.

In an oral statement to the council, NSS vice-president Josephine Macintosh highlighted the
government's failure to legislate on the issue and described its approach as "grossly inadequate”.

Ministers have refused to amend the 2010 Equality Act to outlaw discrimination on the grounds of
caste, preferring instead to rely on the potential evolution of case law.

Josephine Macintosh said this approach "amounts to a covert refusal" to implement a UN
recommendation in 2012, which said the UK should legislate in line with its human rights
obligations.

She said the government is risking the setting of a precedent that reduces protection against
discrimination, and that those most in need of protection are unlikely to have funds to mount a legal
challenge.

And she said the result had "distinctly detrimental effects” on victims, ranging from depression and
social isolation to loss of employment and reduced access to old people's day centres.

She told the UNHRC that the NSS "deeply regret(s) that the UK government has shown so little
concern to protect the victimised".

And she called on the council, the UN's committee on the elimination of racial discrimination and
state parties to "strongly encourage” the UK to comply with its treaty obligations by legislating.

The NSS's intervention came during a debate on human rights situations that require the council's
attention at its 43rd regular session in Geneva.

The NSS also submitted a written statement on the subject.

The impact of caste discrimination

e Research published on the gov.uk website has estimated there are at least 50,000 (and
perhaps in excess of 200,000) people living in the UK who are regarded by some as 'low
caste' and at risk of caste discrimination.

e The research found evidence of caste-based discrimination, harassment and bullying present
in employment, education and in the provision of services.

Relevant NSS lobbying

e The NSS's campaign page on caste discrimination and briefing on the subject further explain
its position and work in this area.



https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/submission-to-un-on-caste-discrimination.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/85522/caste-discrimination.pdf?view=Binary
https://www.secularism.org.uk/outlaw-caste-discrimination/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/caste-discrimination-briefing-1.pdf

e The NSS has been in special consultative status with the United Nations Economic and
Social Council since 2016.

Discuss on Facebook

Watch the NSS's statement

While you're here
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Related Campaigns

End caste discrimination

Caste discrimination should be prohibited by law.

Read More

Related Articles

Hindu group threatens secularists with police over
“offensive” talk

Hindu charity told Leicester Secular Society it would report talk on caste to local Hindu community
and police. Read More »
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Ep 36. Faith-shaped holes in the Equality Act

This month marks the tenth anniversary of the Equality Act 2010 coming into effect, a landmark
piece of legislation... Read More »

Report: equality law failing to protect people from faith-based
discrimination

Equality law is failing to protect the non-religious and members of religious minorities from
discrimination, a National... Read More »

Push government on caste discrimination, NSS tells UN
rapporteur

The National Secular Society has urged the UN special rapporteur on minority issues to push the
UK government to outlaw... Read More »

Election 2019: pledges that should be in the parties’
manifestos

As the UK's political parties consider their manifestos for the upcoming election, NSS chief
executive Stephen Evans... Read More »
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