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The National Secular Society is backing a private member's bill which would end the automatic
right of Church of England bishops to sit in the House of Lords.

Liberal Democrat peer Dick Taverne, an NSS honorary associate, has presented a bill which would
end C of E bishops' automatic right to sit as legislators. The bill was drafted with NSS assistance.

Currently 26 C of E bishops are entitled to sit in the Lords owing to their positions in the established
church, as the 'lords spiritual', under an arrangement dating back to the 14th century.

The Taverne bill was entered in the Lords ballot for private members' bills to be heard in the new
parliament on Friday. It is due to be introduced on Tuesday 28 January.

In response NSS chief executive Stephen Evans said: "The need to reduce the size of and
reform the upper chamber is well recognised, and removing the bishops' bench is an
obvious place to start.

"Ending the arrangement whereby representatives of one religious denomination are given
seats as of right would make for a more equitable and democratic House of Lords.

"Giving clerics the automatic right to sit in parliament is an affront to democracy and a
medieval practice unfit for a modern legislature."

The NSS campaigns for the scrapping of the bishops' bench as part of its work to separate religion
and state.

Dick Taverne commented: "One of the great achievements of the enlightenment was the
separation of church and state. Theocracies in which religion is still part of the state – hardly
shining examples of democracy and the protection human rights – show how important this
achievement was.

"Although the bishops are liberal minded by comparison, the influence of the Church of England,
despite the steep and ongoing decline in the number of Anglicans, should not be underestimated.

"And the separation of church and state is far from complete in the UK. The continued presence of
bishops in the Lords is an anachronism that should be addressed."

Notes

In response to a YouGov poll for The Times, published in 2017, 62% of people said no
religious clerics should have "an automatic right to seats" in the legislature. Only 8% said the
bishops should retain their seats.

Iran is the only legislature in the world other than the UK which gives unelected clerics
automatic representation in its legislature.

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2019/december/house-of-lords-private-members-bills-ballot-results-december-2019/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/scrap-bishops-bench/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/public-want-religion-kept-out-of-politics-t3rk055cx


The 26 bishops who sit in the Lords include the Church of England's two archbishops and 24
of its other diocesan bishops.
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Read More

Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Related Articles

Review: CofE leaders mainly to blame for sacking
safeguarding body

"Extreme time pressure" imposed chiefly by archbishop of Canterbury caused "serious design
flaws" in safeguarding board, review finds Read More »

The time to disestablish the Church of England has come

https://www.facebook.com/NationalSecularSociety/posts/2660459374022397?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCGP1aSD7wtdwGrr7zehpZqz_HfzS1S2myRWfDaXaWz9ginltoCSWIDSHQoFaEUTKisZwOCIqh7mXpO10Jysl4gJ84l3K9ka_V9FOocjhRMwTg0lgjfy1qL1yYgs8JnLGe8ZHa_vTvVRkC9U3jnftJIYNxU1X_w1nqS4rcLUbzv_UP0GcFgddG9PgGFopshEliF2DWF8N_WLtqLKuf59MWyb_6HtHVX4UoVGOR5l-HVjUVwwGpJnpc52_7TB3hpPy0uGQoILqS2ImQnnvMIO0a_j69ztv77JptUZv8ZICFWpkIQP0x34DG3cg3C0K9_jVYeXHyFLBkUcS35Dj8EPHCn6Q&__tn__=-R
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F12%2Fpeer-proposes-bill-to-abolish-bishops-bench-in-house-of-lords%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F12%2Fpeer-proposes-bill-to-abolish-bishops-bench-in-house-of-lords%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Peer+proposes+bill+to+abolish+bishops%E2%80%99+bench+in+House+of+Lords
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F12%2Fpeer-proposes-bill-to-abolish-bishops-bench-in-house-of-lords%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Peer+proposes+bill+to+abolish+bishops%E2%80%99+bench+in+House+of+Lords&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F12%2Fpeer-proposes-bill-to-abolish-bishops-bench-in-house-of-lords%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Peer+proposes+bill+to+abolish+bishops%E2%80%99+bench+in+House+of+Lords
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Bishops
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Disestablishment
https://www.secularism.org.uk/scrap-bishops-bench/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/scrap-bishops-bench/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/disestablishment/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/disestablishment/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/12/review-cofe-leaders-mainly-to-blame-for-sacking-safeguarding-body
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/12/review-cofe-leaders-mainly-to-blame-for-sacking-safeguarding-body
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/12/review-cofe-leaders-mainly-to-blame-for-sacking-safeguarding-body
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/12/the-time-to-disestablish-the-church-of-england-has-come


Lib Dem peer Paul Scriven explains why he has introduced a bill in parliament to separate Church
and state. Read More »
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