
New archbishop blocked attempt to let CoE
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The new archbishop of York blocked a parliamentary amendment that would have made it easier
for the Church of England to conduct same-sex marriages earlier this year.

On Tuesday 10 Downing Street announced that the queen had nominated Stephen Cottrell to
become the second most senior figure in the C of E.

In February Cottrell successfully intervened in the House of Lords to urge the withdrawal of an
amendment that would have allowed the church to accept same-sex marriage without consulting
parliament.

The amendment would have removed a legal exemption which currently prevents Church of
England and Church in Wales clergy from solemnising same-sex marriages without a change in the
law.

Opposition to same-sex marriage is official C of E policy. The amendment would not have required
the church to accept same-sex marriage, but would have enabled it to change its position if and
when it was ready to do so.

Cottrell, who was bishop of Chelmsford at the time, was acting as one of 26 Church of England
bishops who sit in the Lords as of right.

The National Secular Society has said the archbishop's appointment highlights the case for
disestablishing the church.

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans said: "The appointment of Stephen Cottrell to the
second most senior position in the Church of England is a reminder that our established
church retains social attitudes which are out of touch with the views of the British people.

"This anti-gay institution shouldn't lead our national ceremonies, have seats in our
legislature or run state-funded schools. It should be disestablished so church and state can
go their separate ways.

"That the announcement was made by the Prime Minister's Office highlights again the lack
of separation between church and state which holds the United Kingdom back from being a
beacon of equality and religious freedom for all."

Some Christian traditionalists have expressed dismay at Cottrell's appointment, based on
statements he has made or reportedly made on topics including same-sex marriage.

The pressure group Christian Concern was among those to question the decision on Twitter.

But on Wednesday, the Church of England responded by saying the new archbishop "upholds the
teaching of the Church of England that recognises marriage as being between one man and one
woman".

https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2019/02/bishop-helps-scupper-amendment-to-let-coe-allow-same-sex-marriage
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/archbishop-of-york-stephen-geoffrey-cottrell
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jan/27/church-of-england-bishops-marriage-doctrine-talks
https://www.secularism.org.uk/scrap-bishops-bench/
https://twitter.com/CConcern/status/1206892521546223623
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What the NSS stands for

The Secular Charter outlines 10 principles that guide us as we campaign for a secular democracy
which safeguards all citizens' rights to freedom of and from religion.
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Related Campaigns

Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Scrap the bishops’ bench

End the archaic, unfair and undemocratic bishops’ bench in the House of Lords.

Read More

Related Articles

Review: CofE leaders mainly to blame for sacking
safeguarding body

"Extreme time pressure" imposed chiefly by archbishop of Canterbury caused "serious design
flaws" in safeguarding board, review finds Read More »
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The time to disestablish the Church of England has come

Lib Dem peer Paul Scriven explains why he has introduced a bill in parliament to separate Church
and state. Read More »

More than half of clergy think CofE establishment needs
review

Nearly 12% of priests support disestablishment, survey finds Read More »

Tackling CofE privilege unites Anglicans and atheists at NSS
event

Politicians and priests united to challenge Church of England privileges at a National Secular
Society event in parliament... Read More »

Hold the Church to account for abuse – separate it from the
state

The Church of England's increasingly dire record on safeguarding should have consequences for
its established status,... Read More »
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