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Ultra-orthodox Jewish schools are planning to refuse to teach aspects of relationships and sex
education (RSE) by exploiting loopholes in Department for Education regulations, the National
Secular Society can reveal.

Schools in the Charedi Jewish tradition plan to claim LGBT-inclusive teaching is not "age
appropriate" and not appropriate for their pupils due to their religious background.

Charedi independent schools also plan to exploit guidance which says they will not face official
action if they "only" fail to meet "one or two" of the relevant standards.

The NSS criticised the Department for Education (DfE)'s decision to introduce these loopholes last
month, saying it was watering down requirements to promote respect for difference.

Legal advice received by Orthodox Jewish activist Shraga Stern, which the NSS has seen, says a
legal challenge to RSE guidance on human rights grounds would have a "low chance" of success.

Stern's lawyers wrote to the DfE in January to claim that requirements to teach about LGBT people
violated the Human Rights Act 1998 and the European Convention on Human Rights.

According to the advice, the rights in question are "not absolute" and the government would be
able to demonstrate that the rules are "necessary for achieving a legitimate aim".

But the advice notes that government regulations require schools merely to "have regard" to
relationships and sex education guidance. It says schools that did not wish to comply with guidance
could "legitimately argue" they had done that if they issued a policy statement explaining their
reasoning.

The advice makes a specific reference to a letter published by the DfE from the education
secretary Damian Hinds on the topic. The letter says: "Primary schools are enabled and
encouraged to cover LGBT content if they consider it age appropriate to do so."

It also notes that in April the DfE said schools would not "normally" face "enforcement action" if
they "only fail to meet "one or two" of the school standards.

The advice recommends "a unified approach from Charedi schools" which would make it "politically
unattractive for the government to take an aggressive approach to this issue".

"The more uniform and widespread the action taken, the better chance there is of the government
taking a less aggressive approach and reaching a resolution amicably," it states.

The NSS understands that the advice is being distributed among both state and independent
Jewish schools and their lawyers in north London.

https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2019/05/dfe-de-prioritises-respect-for-difference-in-independent-schools
https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/asserson-to-shraga-stern-advice.pdf
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2019/01/weaponised-unreasonableness-father-claims-school-standards-violate-his-rights


The advice also notes that "noisy demonstrations in Birmingham" – where mostly Muslim
protesters have objected to schools promoting LGBT-inclusive teaching – may "weaken the
government's desire to press this issue head on".

The NSS has previously warned that DfE guidance gives religious schools too much leeway to
teach RSE in accordance with their faith.

Stephen Evans, chief executive of the NSS, said: "For the sake of a quiet life, the government
appears to have gifted religious authorities running schools an opportunity to evade expectations
which are placed on all other schools. In doing so it has risked creating a two-tier education system
that holds religious schools to lower standards and sells children from minority religious
backgrounds short.

"We therefore urge inspectors to reject the soft bigotry of low expectations and instead ensure that
independent school standards are consistently applied to all schools across the independent
sector. We also urge the government to issue a statement making clear that all schools will be
required to provide LGBT inclusive RSE and teach pupils about all the protected characteristics
and the importance of respecting people who have them."

In a major report on sex education in England last year the NSS revealed that more than three-
quarters of state-funded faith schools in England were failing to teach sex and relationships
education impartially.

Discuss on Facebook

While you're here

Our news and opinion content is an important part of our campaigns work. Many articles involve a
lot of research by our campaigns team. If you value this output, please consider supporting us
today.

Support us from just £1 a month

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Faith schools

Related Campaigns

No more faith schools

https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2019/02/nss-welcomes-updated-guidance-on-relationships-and-sex-education
https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/unsafe-sex-report-april-2018.pdf
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/05/most-faith-schools-distorting-sex-education-nss-study-finds
https://www.facebook.com/NationalSecularSociety/posts/2294017637333241?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBy3Wx8b_pt5vTKdQttcc7fSox6ah-zH3MntaHZQ1pnj3Awwcy5YXfYnJFk8hCU-i6e1TpQjT__to7r_n-VV63cJwZW0DPC67YmPvKMgJtMdkG8cYgf3mWUAmcEQqUjP0EoXr4TyFlsK8yk7106vscZHncALo7actxk3BWbLO3ZPDfzgaDMraSL11v_F5DK1PXLIda7jkKyPPlohmLxI7-vL-QT8iPyM62qqq2v5fVTzQIizS4tWOTCBlqvL_4Qzsl_EDEnx201FKzNHsOMDo1Hal_K_FGYf_TBqPBcmUQMcqHIHlzNoZjTYHMPMnCOsclwKmkPTxmLIW9EHQERP9ySAQ&__tn__=-R
https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F06%2Fexposed-orthodox-jewish-schools-plan-to-escape-lgbt-inclusive-rse%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F06%2Fexposed-orthodox-jewish-schools-plan-to-escape-lgbt-inclusive-rse%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Exposed%3A+Orthodox+Jewish+schools%E2%80%99+plan+to+escape+LGBT-inclusive+RSE
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F06%2Fexposed-orthodox-jewish-schools-plan-to-escape-lgbt-inclusive-rse%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Exposed%3A+Orthodox+Jewish+schools%E2%80%99+plan+to+escape+LGBT-inclusive+RSE&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F06%2Fexposed-orthodox-jewish-schools-plan-to-escape-lgbt-inclusive-rse%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Exposed%3A+Orthodox+Jewish+schools%E2%80%99+plan+to+escape+LGBT-inclusive+RSE
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Faith+schools
https://www.secularism.org.uk/faith-schools/


We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More

Related Articles

NI assembly votes in favour of inclusive, evidence-based
RSE

MLAs speak of "twisted" RSE teaching that thoughts of sex are "sinful" and same-sex relationships
"laughed at". Read More »

Faith school takeover proceeds despite overwhelming
opposition

NSS: Governors 'concealing' strength of feeling against Church of England ethos. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

Allowing more religious selection in schools would be a big
mistake

Abandoning the 50% admission cap would exacerbate the discrimination, disadvantage and
division inherent with faith schools, argues Stephen Evans. Read More »

NSS joins open letter against faith school discrimination

Education experts, politicians, religious leaders and public figures unite to call on Education
Secretary to keep the faith school admissions cap. Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/faith-schools/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/ni-assembly-votes-in-favour-of-inclusive-evidence-based-rse
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/ni-assembly-votes-in-favour-of-inclusive-evidence-based-rse
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/ni-assembly-votes-in-favour-of-inclusive-evidence-based-rse
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/faith-school-takeover-proceeds-despite-overwhelming-opposition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/faith-school-takeover-proceeds-despite-overwhelming-opposition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/faith-school-takeover-proceeds-despite-overwhelming-opposition
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/allowing-more-religious-selection-in-schools-would-be-a-big-mistake
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/allowing-more-religious-selection-in-schools-would-be-a-big-mistake
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/allowing-more-religious-selection-in-schools-would-be-a-big-mistake
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-joins-open-letter-against-faith-school-discrimination
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-joins-open-letter-against-faith-school-discrimination

