
MPs call for labelling of meat from non-stun
slaughter
Posted: Wed, 3rd Apr 2019

A group of cross-party MPs is calling for meat produced from religious non-stun slaughter methods
to be clearly labelled to allow consumers to make an informed choice.

At least 21 MPs have put their names to a proposed amendment to the Agriculture Bill – to
introduce labelling to indicate the slaughtering method.

The amendment (new clause 31) was tabled by Conservative MP Giles Watling.

It would require all meat products to be labelled as to the method of slaughter. The labelling would
include a statement on whether the animal was stunned during the process.

Animal welfare legislation requires all animals to be stunned before slaughter in order to minimise
suffering. The only exemption is for religious communities to meet Jewish and Muslim religious
dietary preferences.

At present, there is no requirement for meat from non-stun slaughter to be labelled. Meat from
animals killed under the religious exemption is supposed to be produced for "the food of Muslims"
or "the food of Jews".

In practice there is minimal targeting of supply and meat from non-stun slaughter is routinely sold
or served to consumers who do not want their meat to be prepared in this way.

The National Secular Society has been lobbying parliamentarians for the repeal of the religious
exemption to the animal welfare law, and for a labelling requirement while the exemption is in
place. The NSS is supporting the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Bill.

Stephen Evans, the NSS's chief executive, said: "Welfare standards introduced to minimise animal
suffering should apply equally to all and without exemption. Religious exemptions that allow
animals to be slaughtered without pre-stunning should therefore be repealed.

"In the meantime, it is important that mandatory method of slaughter labelling is introduced so that
consumers are not unwittingly consuming non-stun meat and always have the option of buying
meat from animals slaughtered in a humane way."

Food minister David Rutley MP told the NSS: "The government is aware that there is public
concern about meat from animals slaughtered in accordance with religious beliefs being sold to
consumers."

He said the government "respects the rights of Jewish and Muslim communities to eat meat
prepared in accordance with their religious beliefs". But he added that "consumers should have the
necessary information available to them to make an informed choice about their food".

Parliamentary support for mandatory labelling is strong. Over 90 MPs have put their name to a
motion calling for the introduction of specific labelling to identify meat that has been pre-stunned

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0292/amend/agriculture_rm_rep_0328.15-21.html
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/51998


before slaughter.

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) 2018 slaughterhouse survey recently revealed that in 2018
over 94 million cattle, sheep and poultry were slaughtered without being stunned first in England
and Wales.

The move to introduce labelling comes as MPs debated non-stun slaughter during a Westminster
Hall debate on Wednesday. During the debate Conservative MP Laurence Robertson said he was
"not concerned about expressions of religious belief" but thought "beliefs sometimes have to be
tempered by the fact that we should not cause another living thing harm when that can be
mitigated."

He said that having considered the evidence, he thought there was a "strong case to be made for
the banning of non-stun slaughter".

The Agriculture Bill completed its committee stage in November 2018, but no date has yet been set
for the Bill to have its report stage and third reading.
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NSS slams government for backtracking on non-stun
slaughter labels

Defra consultation on "fairer food labelling" omits slaughter, despite 97% supporting labels for
slaughter method. Read More »

Ritual slaughter: is the government about to renege on its
commitment to consult?

Stephen Evans criticises the government's U-turn on animal welfare and says food labelling policy
should serve consumers rather than religious interests. Read More »

Wales Green Party drops pledge to ban non-stun slaughter

Members vote to monitor slaughter "without prejudice towards minority religious and cultural
groups". Read More »

Clear support for mandatory labels for non-stun meat, report
finds

There is significant support for mandatory labels for meat from animals slaughtered without
stunning, a government... Read More »

Policy could drive up non-stun meat in public sector, NSS
warns

Policy changes could lead to more meat from animals slaughtered without stunning supplied in the
public sector, the NSS has warned. Read More »
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