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The National Secular Society has said a code of practice for out-of-school educational settings
(OOSES) should be mandatory in response to a government consultation on the subject.

The Department for Education (DfE) consultation came as it proposed introducing a voluntary
safeguarding code of practice for OOSES in England. The DfE backtracked on plans to introduce a
compulsory code last year under pressure from religious groups.

OOSES are institutions which provide tuition, training, instruction or activities to children in England
without their parents' or carers' supervision, other than schools, colleges, academies and
registered carers.

The NSS said a voluntary code had "potential to drive improvements in the OOSS sector" but may
not adequately protect children's welfare unless it was "mandatory and enforced where
proportionate".

The NSS said local authorities should take action whenever OOSES were "found to be providing
an unregistered school, or to be a risk to children's welfare".

It added that the authorities should consider statutory changes to give local authorities the power to
close OOSES.

The NSS, which has played a crucial part in exposing unregistered faith schools, stressed the
importance of ensuring legitimate OOSES are not used as cover for illegal schools.

The society said OOSES should not be children's "primary education provider" and government
guidance should make this clear to parents.

The NSS called for statutory changes to prevent corporal punishment in OOSES and to mandate
the reporting of suspected child abuse to the authorities.

One of the speakers at the NSS's upcoming Secularism 2019 conference, Izzy Posen, has spoken
out about the routine use of corporal punishment in the illegal Jewish school he attended. A report
from the BBC last year also exposed the use of corporal punishment in an unregistered ultra-
Orthodox Jewish school.

The NSS campaigns for a law requiring the reporting of suspected child abuse as part of its work to
prevent, and secure justice for the victims of, clerical abuse.

The society also campaigns to ensure children's rights are not undermined on account of others'
religion or belief.

The NSS said the Charity Commission, which regulates charities in England, should consider
taking action against charities which provide out-of-school education but fail to register as OOSES.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-code-of-practice
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/04/dfe-u-turn-leaves-children-in-out-of-school-settings-unprotected
https://www.secularism.org.uk/unregistered-schools/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/secularism-2019.html
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2019/02/dissenting-orthodox-jew-izzy-posen-to-speak-at-secularism-2019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-43126598
https://www.secularism.org.uk/clerical-child-abuse/


And the society reiterated previous calls for stronger civil society responses to extremism and
sectarianism.

NSS education and schools officer Alastair Lichten said: "Introducing a code of practice for out-of-
school educational settings has the potential to prevent serious abuses of children's rights. That
should be a major priority for the DfE, so it's regrettable that the government has decided not to
make the code compulsory.

"The code should provide guidance to local authorities in their child safeguarding responsibilities.
But unfortunately, the institutions most in need of attention are unlikely to sign up to a voluntary
code.

"The government shouldn't shy away from taking necessary action to protect children's rights under
pressure from religious groups."
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Public authorities failing to tackle abuse in religious settings, panellists say at NSS event. Read
More »

NSS cautions DfE over “minimising” problem of unregistered
schools

NSS says guidance should make clear that unregistered schools are "never suitable" and "never
safe". Read More »

Labour announces plan for register of children not in school

Proposal to record children not attending school would help tackle unregistered faith schools, NSS
says. Read More »

Unregistered school investigations nearly double in one year

Ofsted annual report also finds Religious Education in schools "not fit for purpose" Read More »

NSS research: religion a factor in 50% of school management
bans

NSS analysis finds prohibitions issued for running unregistered schools and promoting extremism.
Read More »
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