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in death row case
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Pakistan's Supreme Court has upheld its decision to acquit Asia Bibi, a Christian woman who spent
eight years on death row and whose case generated worldwide attention, on blasphemy charges.

The court dismissed a petition to overturn October's acquittal on Tuesday. Islamist hardliners in
Pakistan immediately rejected the ruling and called for protests.

Bibi was convicted of blasphemy in 2010 and faced a death sentence until her reprieve in the
country's top court. She was also forbidden from leaving Pakistan while the petition was being
considered.

The country's chief justice Asif Saeed Khosa stood by the court's original verdict and said nothing
in the petition cast doubt on its validity. The verdict criticised inconsistencies in the evidence
against Bibi.

As he dismissed the petition Khosa reportedly asked: "You think we give the death sentence to
someone on the basis of false evidence?"

The decision theoretically leaves Bibi free to leave the country. Some reports suggest she will join
her daughters in Canada, where they have been granted political asylum.

But the Tehreek-i-Labaik Pakistan Party, the main group which has called for Asia Bibi to be
executed, has called on supporters to protest against the decision and be prepared for arrest.

Bibi has been hidden in a secret location since her acquittal, which sparked massive protests
across much of Pakistan from Islamists. In November her family said she and they were being
hunted "from house to house" by extremists intent on killing her.

Her lawyer also fled Pakistan out of fear for his life. Shortly afterwards he told a major conference
on sharia, segregation and secularism in London that he did not regret defending Bibi. While in
Pakistan he said he had lost his health and privacy and was subject to round-the-clock police
protection.

Bibi's defenders within Pakistan have taken great personal risks since she was sentenced to death
in 2010. In 2011 the governor of Punjab province, Salmaan Taseer, and the minorities minister,
Shahbaz Batti, were murdered after they spoke in her defence and called for reform of the
country's blasphemy laws.

The National Secular Society wrote to the Foreign Office to urge it to "do everything within its
power" to secure Asia Bibi's release in October.

Responding to Tuesday's news, NSS chief executive Stephen Evans said: "It is a significant relief
to hear that Pakistan's Supreme Court has stood up to the fundamentalists who tried to overturn
Asia Bibi's acquittal. The UK government must now play whatever part it can in ensuring she
reaches a place of sanctuary.
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"The Foreign Office must also continue to push for the end of blasphemy laws, which are a
violation of the fundamental right to free expression wherever they exist. This is particularly
important in Pakistan where accusations of blasphemy often have devastating consequences."

Pakistan inherited its blasphemy laws when it came into existence upon the partition of India in
1947. No one charged with blasphemy has yet been executed by the state under the law, but since
1990 at least 65 people have reportedly been killed extra-judicially over claims of blasphemy.

Last week research from the Catholic Church revealed that there were 187 live blasphemy cases
involving Christians in Pakistan. There are many others involving Muslims or members of the
country's religious minorities.

Some commentators say lower courts in Pakistan are reluctant to acquit blasphemy defendants out
of fears for judges' personal safety.

In response to a parliamentary question on blasphemy laws in Pakistan on 15 October, Foreign
Office minister Mark Little said the government was "deeply concerned" about the country's
"misuse" of its blasphemy laws. The NSS criticised his choice of words on the basis that there is no
correct use for a blasphemy law.

Discuss this story on Facebook

While you're here

Our news and opinion content is an important part of our campaigns work. Many articles involve a
lot of research by our campaigns team. If you value this output, please consider supporting us
today.

Support us from just £1 a month

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Free speech

Related Campaigns

Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.

Read More

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-47040847
https://www.premier.org.uk/News/World/Almost-200-Christians-are-facing-blasphemy-charges-in-Pakistan
https://www.facebook.com/NationalSecularSociety/posts/2092629160805424?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBXYtVwivnqhehCyJIROHbumEmiRgHi0GYzu7w9vx5Xtu10jHoVT21N2BRdrWgV_gSsszpCan0vgPuEyczJaObhNJo59xXHBLqAj7i1Lmnj8xjPy0gVogrkfwdUaNOnQsM1pokkfjztRWv2cIW5I-JFdQujogNI85PbVJHM2k02Vlar2su7mmL6LVM2mLb6DyW0RDi0wAg_gNEus13P4BD0p9xEsAEA-DZFhjwGl-u3YUJTP5iUkqHPFr5reE-lBOSvLiWbTtROGr89xRAtZTh2O0p2Khcp5a5q2NwsfjU1G86Urt8w_v5gbOxs3aEPQPOblEVDlxI_rC4V-wvxUJaBrg&__tn__=-R
https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fpakistani-court-upholds-blasphemy-acquittal-in-death-row-case%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fpakistani-court-upholds-blasphemy-acquittal-in-death-row-case%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Pakistani+court+upholds+blasphemy+acquittal+in+death+row+case
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fpakistani-court-upholds-blasphemy-acquittal-in-death-row-case%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Pakistani+court+upholds+blasphemy+acquittal+in+death+row+case&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fpakistani-court-upholds-blasphemy-acquittal-in-death-row-case%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Pakistani+court+upholds+blasphemy+acquittal+in+death+row+case
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Free+speech
https://www.secularism.org.uk/free-expression/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/free-expression/


Related Articles

We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

NSS hosts talk with author of Annie Besant book

Renowned author Michael Meyer discusses 'A Dirty, Filthy Book' in online event. Read More »

Three years on, the lessons of Batley are yet to be learned

The Batley affair exposed the Islamist threat to UK schools. We're still yet to come to terms with its
implications, says Jack Rivington. Read More »

Response unit needed to tackle blasphemy flashpoints,
report says

Recommendations echo NSS calls for more support for schools facing religious intimidation and
threats. Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/we-must-empower-secular-schools-to-assert-their-ethos
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/we-must-empower-secular-schools-to-assert-their-ethos
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-announces-major-conference-on-protecting-liberal-values
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-hosts-talk-with-author-of-annie-besant-book
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/04/nss-hosts-talk-with-author-of-annie-besant-book
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/three-years-on-the-lessons-of-batley-are-yet-to-be-learned
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/04/three-years-on-the-lessons-of-batley-are-yet-to-be-learned
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/response-unit-needed-to-tackle-blasphemy-flashpoints-report-says
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/response-unit-needed-to-tackle-blasphemy-flashpoints-report-says
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/response-unit-needed-to-tackle-blasphemy-flashpoints-report-says

