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The National Secular Society has warned a parliamentary committee that recommending the
adoption of a formal definition of 'Islamophobia' would risk undermining the right to free speech.

The NSS told the home affairs committee that the commonly-used term 'Islamophobia' conflated
"legitimate criticism of Islam, or Islamic practices, with anti-Muslim prejudice, bigotry and hatred".

The society said the government "must not treat the civil liberties of British citizens as an
afterthought in its efforts to tackle anti-Muslim prejudice".

The committee is currently gathering evidence on 'Islamophobia' after a parliamentary group
recommended defining it as "a type of racism that targets expressions of Muslimness or perceived
Muslimness".

The NSS's submission said the phrase "expressions of Muslimness" in the proposed definition
could "effectively be translated to mean Islamic practices".

It noted that erroneous claims of 'Islamophobia' had acted as cover for prejudice, bigotry and
illiberalism. It cited examples of claims being used to shut down criticism of Islamic views and
customs affecting LGBT+ rights, women's rights, veiling of schoolgirls and the non-stun slaughter
of animals.

"We reject the idea that any set of beliefs should be privileged or protected from criticism. In a
liberal, secular democracy individuals should be afforded respect and protection. Ideas should not.

"Racism and anti-Muslim bigotry need to be challenged, but proposals to promote the vague
concept of Islamophobia seriously risk restricting public discussion and making matters worse."

The NSS said silencing criticism of Islam would be "counterproductive to social cohesion". It added
that it had become "impossible to fight for any internal change in Muslim communities" without
being branded an 'Islamophobe'.

And the NSS said five proposed 'tests' on speech proposed by the parliamentary group would
"render legitimate commentary and debate about Islam beyond the bounds of reasonable public
debate".

The proposed 'tests' ask:

Does it stereotype Muslims by assuming they all think the same?
Is it about Muslims or a dialogue with Muslims, which they would wish to join in?
Is mutual learning possible?
Is the language civil and contextually appropriate?
Does the person doing the criticism really care about the issue or [are they] using it to attack
Muslims?

https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/response-to-home-affairs-committee-islamophobia-inquiry.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/islamophobia-call-for-further-evidence-17-19/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2018/11/the-gatekeepers-of-public-debate-cant-patronise-away-anti-muslim-bigotry


The all-party parliamentary group on British Muslims called for the official definition of
'Islamophobia' in its report Islamophobia Defined, which was published in November. The NSS and
others have since urged the home secretary Sajid Javid not to adopt the definition.

The home affairs committee has said its hearings were also partly prompted by a sharp rise in the
number of anti-Muslim hate crimes being reported to the authorities in October.

The body which inspects police forces in England and Wales, Her Majesty's Inspectorate of
Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS), has recently noted "significant problems
with the way hate crimes are flagged".

In a report published in July, HMICFRS noted particular problems caused by the fact that those
who report hate crime do not need to justify the belief that perpetrators' motivation was "one of
hate".

The report said: "We are concerned that flagging hate crime incorrectly has serious implications for
forces in terms of their ability to understand hate crime and how it affects victims and their
communities, and then respond appropriately. Incorrect flagging also undermines the integrity of
published national data and analysis."

The consultation is open until Monday 28 January. Those wishing to submit evidence can do so
through the committee's page on the parliament.uk website.

Discuss this story on Facebook

While you're here

Our news and opinion content is an important part of our campaigns work. Many articles involve a
lot of research by our campaigns team. If you value this output, please consider supporting us
today.

Support us from just £1 a month

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Free speech

Related Campaigns

Protect freedom of expression

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/12/home-secretary-urged-not-to-adopt-definition-of-islamophobia
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2018/10/we-must-resist-both-religious-hatred-and-its-weaponisation
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/wp-content/uploads/understanding-the-difference-the-initial-police-response-to-hate-crime.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/islamophobia-call-for-further-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/islamophobia-inquiry-17-19/commons-written-submission-form/
https://www.facebook.com/NationalSecularSociety/posts/2083939521674388?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAWXp0a43I50ge3fyM-jMraKPx0oaRN6dltuJSGKp-FLyXv-XDULKQUXbHokOH6AwGZnvqZJw_6JRFY5YmFQwvnyA_zmTjAAirC2vzG8rHdyUntB_9PjgK6TNEucIhERAapeMIToYY8vy8HIBLOkxiIvzxADlWH5I58qRluHlkJb1FENvQEOvSHuNjWkgcdvkD6BXcfUZgDKH_LGUTSPQ8y-er5da9UpMqqxreqeAMKt27UDhYMlSgYp5zmJkfXzsLs4S7vFsct_eipQpOEUkfQJrfzecBqhVYSCes-1hnEG0pCLBOeJzO7_u-pFyHqTMPKcKPjh-tSa6ITgnAKjIm1RA&__tn__=-R
https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fnss-warns-home-affairs-committee-against-islamophobia-definition%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fnss-warns-home-affairs-committee-against-islamophobia-definition%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=NSS+warns+home+affairs+committee+against+%E2%80%98Islamophobia%E2%80%99+definition
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fnss-warns-home-affairs-committee-against-islamophobia-definition%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=NSS+warns+home+affairs+committee+against+%E2%80%98Islamophobia%E2%80%99+definition&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2019%2F01%2Fnss-warns-home-affairs-committee-against-islamophobia-definition%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=NSS+warns+home+affairs+committee+against+%E2%80%98Islamophobia%E2%80%99+definition
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Free+speech
https://www.secularism.org.uk/free-expression/


We promote free speech as a positive value.
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