
Princess removed from line of succession for
being Catholic
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The National Secular Society has said a Catholic princess's removal from the line of succession to
the throne is "a reminder that Britain needs a secular head of state".

Princess Alexandra of Hanover, a member of the royal family of Monaco, has lost her claim to
succeed the queen after deciding to become a Catholic, according to reports in recent days.

Catholics have been barred from the English throne since the Act of Settlement of 1701. The act
was passed amid Protestant concern at the fact the son of the Catholic James II was next in line to
the throne.

The Succession to the Crown Act 2013 explicitly says Catholics are "deemed to be dead" in terms
of the succession. The act changed the succession rules but only allowed those who marry
Catholics to assume the throne, rather than Catholics themselves.

The monarch is the supreme governor of the Church of England and is legally required to "join in
communion" with the C of E.

NSS spokesperson Chris Sloggett called the decision on Princess Alexandra "a reminder of the
unjustifiable ties between the royal family and the Church of England and a reminder that Britain
needs a secular head of state".

"The requirement for the head of state to lead the Church of England is divisive and exclusionary. It
reinforces the highly dubious notion that the C of E is the moral leadership of Britain – a notion
shown to be wrong by figures on religious affiliation and the church's awful conduct on issues such
as child abuse.

"In this case it was highly unlikely that Alexandra would ever have become queen of England. But
the same principle would have applied if she had been next in line to the throne.

"Religion should be a private matter. Nobody should be barred from leading our country on the
grounds of their religious orientation or lack of it."

Last year the NSS's report Separating Church and State: The Case for Disestablishment made the
case for severing the constitutional ties between the monarchy and the Church of England. The
report also said Prince Charles's accession could offer a "particularly opportune moment" to make
the case for the disestablishment of the C of E.

It is unclear exactly where in the line of succession Alexandra stood. She was not named on the
website of the British monarchy, which lists the first 17 people in line. She remains 12th in line to
the throne of Monaco.

The last person to be excluded from the line of succession for being a Catholic was Lord Nicholas
Windsor, George V's grandson, who was received into the Catholic Church in 2001.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/monegasque-princess-removed-from-british-line-of-succession-for-becoming-catholic-84839
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/revolution/overview/actofsettlement/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/head-of-state/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/09/church-of-englands-established-status-unsustainable-following-sharp-decline-in-affiliation
https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/nss-disestablishment-report-2017-3.pdf
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2017/12/charless-accession-could-prompt-church-disestablishment-say-secularists
https://www.royal.uk/succession


Earlier this year Meghan Markle underwent baptism and confirmation in to the Church of England
before her marriage to Prince Harry, reportedly to please the queen.

Earlier this year two reports from University College London's constitution unit called for the role of
Anglicanism to be diluted in the next coronation. A monarch is currently required to swear three
religious oaths on assuming the throne.

Image: Royal coat of arms of the United Kingdom, via Wikimedia Commons, © Sodacan [CC BY-
SA 3.0]

While you're here

Our news and opinion content is an important part of our campaigns work. Many articles involve a
lot of research by our campaigns team. If you value this output, please consider supporting us
today.

Support us from just £1 a month

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: Disestablishment, Head of State

Related Campaigns

Secular head of state

Our head of state shouldn’t have any constitutional entanglement with religion

Read More

Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.

Read More

Related Articles

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/03/08/meghan-markle-baptised-archbishop-canterbury-ahead-wedding-prince/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/05/dilute-anglican-presence-in-next-coronation-says-ucl-report
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Sodacan
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
https://www.secularism.org.uk/donate
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2018%2F10%2Fprincess-removed-from-line-of-succession-for-being-catholic%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2018%2F10%2Fprincess-removed-from-line-of-succession-for-being-catholic%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Princess+removed+from+line+of+succession+for+being+Catholic
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2018%2F10%2Fprincess-removed-from-line-of-succession-for-being-catholic%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Princess+removed+from+line+of+succession+for+being+Catholic&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2018%2F10%2Fprincess-removed-from-line-of-succession-for-being-catholic%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Princess+removed+from+line+of+succession+for+being+Catholic
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Disestablishment
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Head+of+State
https://www.secularism.org.uk/head-of-state/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/head-of-state/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/disestablishment/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/disestablishment/


The time to disestablish the Church of England has come

Lib Dem peer Paul Scriven explains why he has introduced a bill in parliament to separate Church
and state. Read More »

Tackling CofE privilege unites Anglicans and atheists at NSS
event

Politicians and priests united to challenge Church of England privileges at a National Secular
Society event in parliament... Read More »

Hold the Church to account for abuse – separate it from the
state

The Church of England's increasingly dire record on safeguarding should have consequences for
its established status,... Read More »

The coronation isn’t for us. It’s for the Church.

As King Charles' coronation approaches, Megan Manson says we must stop letting the Church
using our affairs of state to promote itself. Read More »

Coronation should trigger debate on church and state, says
NSS

King Charles' coronation should trigger a debate on the future relationship between church and
state, the NSS has said. Read More »

https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/12/the-time-to-disestablish-the-church-of-england-has-come
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/12/the-time-to-disestablish-the-church-of-england-has-come
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/tackling-cofe-privilege-unites-anglicans-and-atheists-at-nss-event
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/tackling-cofe-privilege-unites-anglicans-and-atheists-at-nss-event
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/tackling-cofe-privilege-unites-anglicans-and-atheists-at-nss-event
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/05/hold-the-church-to-account-for-abuse-separate-it-from-the-state
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/05/hold-the-church-to-account-for-abuse-separate-it-from-the-state
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/05/hold-the-church-to-account-for-abuse-separate-it-from-the-state
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/05/the-coronation-isnt-for-us-its-for-the-church
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2023/05/the-coronation-isnt-for-us-its-for-the-church
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/coronation-should-trigger-debate-on-church-and-state-says-nss
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/coronation-should-trigger-debate-on-church-and-state-says-nss
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/05/coronation-should-trigger-debate-on-church-and-state-says-nss

