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restricted pupils’ development
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An independent faith school in north London is facing deregistration and may close after inspectors
said it was reducing its secular curriculum and not preparing students for life in modern Britain.

Getters Talmud Torah is an independent orthodox Jewish boys' school in Stamford Hill. Open six
days a week, it teaches a secular curriculum for "at least an hour a day", with all other teaching
time devoted to faith education.

According to the latest report published by Ofsted, "Pupils' personal development is restricted by
the narrow curriculum" and "They do not learn enough about culture, belief and lifestyles beyond
their own community." The report found that the school's secular curriculum had been reduced with
the agreement of parents, despite inspectors noting that the school did not have a legal basis to do
so. This included aspects specifically required by the Independent School Standards.

While the report found pupils learned about the importance of contributing to their own community,
it said they were not prepared to participate in wider society and were "inadequately prepared for
their future lives in modern Britain".

In March the National Secular Society reported that Charedi rabbis from across the country met in
Nottingham in an attempt to agree a common front against requirements to teach respect and
tolerance under equality law.

Education and schools officer Alastair Lichten said reports that "nearly all parents" had insisted
inspectors not speak to their child or ask them any questions were "disturbing".

"In oversight of independent faith schools a balance has to be struck between the freedom of those
who have opted out of the state system and protecting children's rights. Where there are failings in
safeguarding putting children's welfare at risk, where equality law is being breached and where
children are being taught a narrow curriculum preparing them not for life in modern Britain, but only
for membership in a religious community, the Department for Education must act.

"In this school significant inadequacies have been identified across multiple inspections since it
opened, culminating in this latest report. It's right that Ofsted attempts to work constructively with
schools to address shortcomings, but a decade of failure has let children down.

"Independent faith schools need to be held accountable, which is why we supported the
introduction of new independent school standards in 2014/15."

Last year analysis by Schools Week showed that Ofsted had repeatedly failed dozens of
independent faith schools since the standards were introduced. Recently published letters have
revealed that the DfE warned 23 independent faith schools they were failing to meet the standards
expected of them between September and November 2017.

The DfE is currently consulting on a new policy statement on regulatory and enforcement action
taken by the department for independent schools not meeting those standards.

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/132041
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule/made
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/03/faith-schools-minister-warns-independent-charedi-schools-in-hackney
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2017/09/ofsted-repeatedly-fails-dozens-of-independent-faith-schools
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/05/dfe-warned-12-more-private-faith-schools-over-failures-in-one-month
https://www.secularism.org.uk/consultations.html
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