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The National Secular Society has criticised Surrey Police for engaging in evangelism after it
accepted 1,000 branded bibles for distribution amongst officers and staff.

This week David Munro, the police and crime commissioner for Surrey, was pictured on Twitter
brandishing a bible emblazoned with the force's badge. The book was one of 1,000 which have
been made available in a joint initiative between the force's Christian Police Association and
Gideons International.

The Gideons is an evangelical Christian organisation famous for leaving bibles in hotel rooms.

National Secular Society CEO, Stephen Evans, said it was "disappointing to see Surrey Police
allowing itself to be used in this way".

"As public service providers, police forces should serve with impartiality and without fear or favour.
Distributing badged bibles and brandishing them in publicity shots gives a strong impression of
religious favouritism."

The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for Surrey defended itself in a tweet.

"For avoidance of doubt Surrey PCC supports the wide range of beliefs & faiths (including non-
religious) in policing and is national PCC lead for Equalities, Diversity & Human Rights," it said.
"Surrey Police is a multi-faith organisation."

In response Mr Evans said it wasn't the role of the police to "support beliefs".

"Good policing will inevitably involve working in partnership with local people, including faith and
belief communities. But police forces must maintain professionalism and a secular ethos and be
careful not to allow themselves to be used in this way for proselytising."

Surrey Police's multifaith chaplaincy team has also assisted with the church-led 'Street Angels'
initiative and 'Town Centre Chaplaincy'.

In 2012 a number of police forces in Scotland declined the offer of commemorative editions of the
New Testament and Psalms from Gideons International. At the time, a UNISON spokesperson
said: "It is not the role of a police force either to provide official endorsement of any religion or foist
religious views on its staff."

The National Secular Society has written to David Munro, Surrey's Police and Crime
Commissioner, requesting that the Force refrains in future from promoting any particular religion or
belief outlook.
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Share your story

Secularism isn't just about moral or theoretical arguments, it's about people's real lives. Telling your
story can help our campaigns and others in similar situations.
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Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.

Read More
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NSS welcomes Network Rail decision to remove religious
messaging

Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fitness to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »
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Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government

Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »

NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
in Wales

NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic" to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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