Caught between Hindu and Buddhist
nationalists: Rohingya Muslims face
expulsion
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The Indian government plans to deport 40,000 Rohingya Muslims living in the country to Myanmar
after labelling them all illegal immigrants.

Last week Kiren Rijiju, the junior interior minister, told parliament that the central government had
directed state authorities to identify and deport illegal immigrants. He said this included Rohingya,
who face persecution in Buddhist-majority Myanmar.

And in an interview with Reuters, Rijiju said the measures would even apply to the 16,500
Rohingya who have been given identity cards by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). The UNHCR says the cards help to "prevent harassment, arbitrary arrests, detention
and deportation”.

"We can't stop them from registering,” Rijiju said. "But we are not [a] signatory to the accord on
refugees. As far as we are concerned they are all illegal immigrants. They have no basis to live
here. Anybody who is [an] illegal migrant will be deported.”

The Indian government says it is in talks with Bangladesh and Myanmar about the plan for
deportation. "There's a procedure, there is a rule of law," Rijiju said in his interview. "We can't throw
them out just like that. We can't dump them in the Bay of Bengal."

Roughly one million Rohingya live in Myanmar, a Buddhist-majority country. But in recent months
tens of thousands have fled amid an intensifying military crackdown in the western state of
Rakhine. Some have fled to Bangladesh, India and south-east Asia.

The UN has said the Rohingya are being collectively punished for militant attacks, although the
Burmese government disputes this. In February the UN's special adviser said the violence could
amount to crimes against humanity.

There is increasing concern over rising Hindu nationalism in India. In recent years there have been
attacks on churches and mosques; Hindu groups have engaged in forced conversions; and there
have been crackdowns on the sale and possession of beef. Last month Ram Nath Kovind, a low-
caste politician backed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi's conservative religious faction, was
elected president.

In March, Modi appointed Yogi Adityanath as chief minister of Uttar Pradesh — a state of 200m
people, around a fifth of whom are Muslim. Adityanath founded the Hindu Yuva Vahini, a religious
activist organisation which critics say is a Hindu supremacist group. In one incident a decade ago,
court documents allege that Adityanath's followers went on a rampage, burning Muslim-owned
properties and an Islamic mausoleum.


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-india-idUSKCN1AU0UC
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56117
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2015/03/beef-ban-prompts-fears-over-state-of-indian-secularism
https://news.vice.com/story/modi-gets-a-boost-as-india-elects-a-hindu-nationalist-as-president
http://judis.nic.in/supremecourt/imgs1.aspx?filename=39845

The National Secular Society said the Indian authorities' stance was "deeply troubling”. A
spokesperson said: "Merging religion and nationalism will always create 'others' to be excluded and
discriminated against.”
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