
Crematoria should be religiously neutral and
welcoming to all
Posted: Tue, 24th May 2016

The National Secular Society (NSS) has urged the Government to ensure that all state-owned
crematoria are religiously neutral, allowing religious symbols to be added when requested.

In response to a government consultation on crematoria provision, the NSS said there should not
be a presumption that religious symbols are wanted in services.

The Society said that "fixed religious iconography should be removed from crematoria wherever it
is practical and reasonable to do so and all civic crematoria should be religiously neutral spaces by
default, providing a range religious symbols/iconography to be made available to users upon prior
request."

In its consultation response the NSS added that facilities such be "welcoming and sensitive" to all
families and that religious iconography should be made available for all who want it in their services
– but not featured as standard.

Research carried out by jointly by Bristol Secular Society and Nottingham Secular Society revealed
that of the 251 crematoria in England, 29% have fixed religious iconography – typically in the form
of a Christian cross.

The Government launched the consultation over concerns that crematoria facilities were not
suitable to families of minority faiths.

The NSS response said it supported moves to accommodate cultural or religious traditions where
possible provided it can be done at proportionate and reasonable expense and without in any way
disadvantaging other users.

Though the National Secular Society welcomed the Government's review into crematoria provision
to make sure that facilities are suitable for all, it challenged the Department for Communities for
referring to England as a "Christian country" in press statements concerning the review.

The Society expressed concern that this language could be used justify the dominance of
Christianity over secular spaces such as crematoria and it urged the Department "to refrain from
framing our national identity around a particular religion."

NSS campaigns director Stephen Evans said: "Crematoria provision should give families the
opportunity to honour and respect the wishes of their loved one at a most difficult time. A religiously
neutral environment should be the default position with crematoria operators making very clear to
families and loved ones that religious iconography is available and can be used for services."

In 2015 there was controversy after a crematorium in Lancashire removed a cross from the altar.
40% of the site's services were non-religious and the cross was stored so that it could be installed
when it was asked for.

A local councillor said that it was "usual industry practice" for buildings to be "non-denominational"
so that they have the "flexibility to make all families welcome, whatever their beliefs."

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/11902123/Crematorium-cross-removed-to-avoid-offending-non-religious-visitors.html
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Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.

Read More
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NSS welcomes Network Rail decision to remove religious
messaging

Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fitness to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »

Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government

Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »
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NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
in Wales

NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic" to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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