Last local authority-run school in Blackpool
to be taken over by Islamic education group

Posted: Tue, 15th Sep 2015

Highfield Humanities College, the last secondary school in Blackpool under local authority control,
is to be taken over by the Tauheedul Education Trust (TET).

The Blackpool Gazette reports that the school, rated "inadequate" by Ofsted at its last inspection in
October 2014, will be converted into an academy sponsored by the TET in a bid to improve
standards at the failing school.

The TET describes itself as being inspired "by progressive Islamic and British values".

Alan Fisher, chair of governors at the College, praised the TET and said that they were the "clear
and outstanding choice" to sponsor the school.

While the Tauheedul Education Trust stresses that it welcomes non-Muslim students, it describes
itself as having "roots in the Muslim faith".

The Trust's website says it is "keen to welcome non-Muslims pupils into our faith-based schools".

John Girdley of the NASUWT teaching union said that even though the College will not become a
faith school, a "number of parents in the Highfield area will be alarmed at having a religious group
suddenly imposed upon them."

The National Secular Society recently warned that Government plans contained in the Education
and Adoption Bill to speed-up the process of turning struggling local authority schools in England
into academies could increase the proportion of faith schools in the education system.

NSS campaigns manager Stephen Evans commented: "We are very concerned that the
academisation of local authority-controlled schools could result in a loss of secular school
provision.

"In schools that don't currently have a religious designation, there is a real danger that a faith-
based academy sponsor will introduce religion by stealth into the schools they take over. Parents
and local communities must be consulted if non-faith-based schools are taken over by academy
sponsors with a religious ethos, even if the school doesn't technically become a faith school as a
result.

"This is a troubling grey area, but in this day and age we ought to be dislodging religion from a role
running schools, not expanding its share of the education system. Highfield College is an early
example of what may become common if the Government's Education and Adoption Bill becomes
law."

An amendment to the Education and Adoption Bill to require consultation with a school's
community before a decision on the identity of an academy sponsor is made has been tabled by
Labour MP Louise Haigh. It is due to be debate at the Bill's Third Reading on 15 September.

See also "When is a faith school not a faith school?".
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No more faith schools

We need inclusive schools free from religious discrimination, privilege or control.

Read More
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Councils say faith schools disadvantaging looked after
children

Evidence increasing that faith schools disadvantage those with greatest need. Read More »

Don’t merge secular school into faith school, NSS urges
council

The National Secular Society has urged Southwark Council to reject plans to merge a nonreligious
school into a faith... Read More »

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
Read More »
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Remove religious barriers to inclusion in NI schools, paper
says

"Little change" in school religious composition for over two decades, research finds Read More »

Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
Read More »
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