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The National Secular Society has strongly rejected the comments of a former High Court judge,
who said atheists and secularists exhibit an attitude to "freedom of speech which is as restrictive of
that of Elizabeth I or Burghley."

The former judge, Sir Michael Tugendhat, said secularists seek to limit freedom of religion and
speech "to the private sphere" and accused secularists and atheists of denying people's rights to
religious freedom and freedom of speech.

NSS campaigns manager Stephen Evans commented: "This is a complete distortion of history, and
a deliberate misreading of secularism. To look at the world today and conclude that secularism is
the threat to free speech and religious freedom is in complete denial of reality."

Sir Michael went on: "Secularism comes in different forms. It can be neutral, as it usually is in the
United States and sometimes is in France, but it can also stand for hostility to belief."

"The terrible story of the Tudor-Stuart religious divisions should be a reminder that freedom which
is confined entirely to the privacy of a person's home is a form of oppression."

The former judge said: "When I started my professional career, lawsuits involving religion were
absolutely unknown." He added that, "in the last 10 to 15 years they have become increasingly
frequent."

He reportedly compared the position of Christians in the UK today to "that of Catholics under the
reign of Elizabeth I."

According to the Catholic Herald, Sir Michael, himself a Catholic, said that equality legislation did
not protect the beliefs of Christians.

Stephen Evans added: "Despite whatever Sir Michael may think, human rights and equality laws do
protect religious believers. Freedoms of conscience apply equally to all. He seems to think human
rights should privilege religious beliefs and give Christians the untrammelled right to trample over
the rights of others. This strikes at the heart of equality and fairness, the very foundations on which
justice should be built upon."

Share on What's App
Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter
Share on Email
Subscribe to RSS Feed

Tags: FoRB

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3082503/Atheist-militants-silence-Christians-bad-Tudor-tyrants-says-judge.html
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/05/15/secularists-are-as-intolerant-to-faith-as-tudor-tyrants-says-top-judge/
whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2015%2F05%2Fformer-high-court-judge-compares-secularism-to-religious-repression-of-the-tudors%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2015%2F05%2Fformer-high-court-judge-compares-secularism-to-religious-repression-of-the-tudors%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=Former+High+Court+judge+compares+secularism+to+religious+repression+of+the+Tudors
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2015%2F05%2Fformer-high-court-judge-compares-secularism-to-religious-repression-of-the-tudors%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=Former+High+Court+judge+compares+secularism+to+religious+repression+of+the+Tudors&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2015%2F05%2Fformer-high-court-judge-compares-secularism-to-religious-repression-of-the-tudors%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=Former+High+Court+judge+compares+secularism+to+religious+repression+of+the+Tudors
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/FoRB


Related Campaigns

Freedom of religion or belief

Secularism protects freedom of religion or belief for all.

Read More

Related Articles

We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

School’s decision to restrict prayer rituals lawful, court finds

Disadvantage to Muslim pupils outweighed by need to promote interests of whole school
community, judge says. Read More »

The universality of human rights needs defending

Seventy-five years on from the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its promise
of freedom and equality remains a distant dream for those living under religious rule, says Stephen
Evans. Read More »

Freedom of religion or belief must include the freedom to
‘blaspheme’

The freedom to question and criticise religious ideas in the same manner as any other kind is
foundational to a democratic... Read More »
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Established church hinders religious freedom, NSS tells UN
expert

The NSS has told a UN expert that lack of separation between Church and state is undermining
freedom of religion or belief in the UK. Read More »
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