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The National Secular Society has backed renewed calls from the RSPCA and other animal welfare
organisations for an end to the religious exemption that allows farm animals to be slaughtered
without prior stunning.

The call comes ahead of a House of Lords debate on the ethical, legal and religious factors that
influence the way in which some animals are slaughtered in the UK.

Animal welfare legislation requires all animals to be stunned before slaughter in order to minimise
suffering. The only exemption is for religious communities to meet Jewish and Muslim religious
requirements.

A joint statement issued by the RSPCA, British Veterinary Association (BVA) and the Humane
Slaughter Association (HSA) ahead of today's debate has called for all animals to be effectively
stunned before they are slaughtered.

Animal welfare organisations are also calling for food derived from animals slaughtered under the
legal exemption to be restricted to the specific religious communities according to whose beliefs the
animals have been slaughtered.

The RSPCA said that while it recognises that religious beliefs and practices should be respected, it
also believes that animals should only be slaughtered under the most humane conditions.

The call echoes the position of the National Secular Society, which has long campaigned for an
end to the exemption that allows religious groups to slaughter animals without pre-stunning.

Stephen Evans, National Secular Society campaigns manager, said: "While we support the right to
freedom of religious and other belief, the right to manifest belief is not absolute, and we strongly
oppose religious exemptions to animal welfare regulations which apply for good reason and without
exception to everyone else.

"It is well known that meat from religious slaughter is routinely entering the general food chain. This
means that unwitting members of the public are unknowingly subsidising the religious slaughter
industry. If the Government wishes to retain religious exemptions, it should at least support
mandatory method of slaughter labelling to ensure that consumers can make an informed choice
about the food they purchase."

In October 2012 the NSS called on the Government to ensure that all animals are stunned prior to
slaughter in its response to a DEFRA consultation on the welfare of animals at the time of killing.

Method of slaughter labelling is currently being considered by the EU Commission and the NSS will
be calling for new European rules on this in 2014.

Read the RSPCA press release

Read the NSS briefing on religious slaughter

http://www.rspca.org.uk/utilities/statement/0114_4
https://www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/nss-response-to-defra-consultation-october-2012.pdf
http://news.rspca.org.uk/2014/01/14/rspca-calls-for-all-farm-animals-to-be-stunned-before-slaughter/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=rspca-calls-for-all-farm-animals-to-be-stunned-before-slaughter
https://www.secularism.org.uk/religious-slaughter-of-animals.html
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Related Campaigns

End non-stun slaughter

No more religious exemptions from animal welfare laws.

Read More

Related Articles

NSS slams government for backtracking on non-stun
slaughter labels

Defra consultation on "fairer food labelling" omits slaughter, despite 97% supporting labels for
slaughter method. Read More »

Ritual slaughter: is the government about to renege on its
commitment to consult?

Stephen Evans criticises the government's U-turn on animal welfare and says food labelling policy
should serve consumers rather than religious interests. Read More »

Wales Green Party drops pledge to ban non-stun slaughter

Members vote to monitor slaughter "without prejudice towards minority religious and cultural
groups". Read More »

whatsapp://send?text=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2014%2F01%2Fnss-backs-call-for-religious-slaughter-ban-ahead-of-house-of-lords-debate%3Fformat%3Dpdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2014%2F01%2Fnss-backs-call-for-religious-slaughter-ban-ahead-of-house-of-lords-debate%3Fformat%3Dpdf&t=NSS+backs+call+for+religious+slaughter+ban+ahead+of+House+of+Lords+debate
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2014%2F01%2Fnss-backs-call-for-religious-slaughter-ban-ahead-of-house-of-lords-debate%3Fformat%3Dpdf&text=NSS+backs+call+for+religious+slaughter+ban+ahead+of+House+of+Lords+debate&via=NatSecSoc
https://www.secularism.org.uk/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secularism.org.uk%2Fnews%2F2014%2F01%2Fnss-backs-call-for-religious-slaughter-ban-ahead-of-house-of-lords-debate%3Fformat%3Dpdf&title=NSS+backs+call+for+religious+slaughter+ban+ahead+of+House+of+Lords+debate
feeds/rss/news
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/tags/Slaughter
https://www.secularism.org.uk/religious-slaughter/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/religious-slaughter/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-slams-government-for-backtracking-on-non-stun-slaughter-labels
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-slams-government-for-backtracking-on-non-stun-slaughter-labels
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-slams-government-for-backtracking-on-non-stun-slaughter-labels
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/01/ritual-slaughter-is-the-government-about-to-renege-on-commitment-to-consult
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/01/ritual-slaughter-is-the-government-about-to-renege-on-commitment-to-consult
https://www.secularism.org.uk/opinion/2024/01/ritual-slaughter-is-the-government-about-to-renege-on-commitment-to-consult
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/wales-green-party-drops-pledge-to-ban-non-stun-slaughter
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2023/11/wales-green-party-drops-pledge-to-ban-non-stun-slaughter


Clear support for mandatory labels for non-stun meat, report
finds

There is significant support for mandatory labels for meat from animals slaughtered without
stunning, a government... Read More »

Policy could drive up non-stun meat in public sector, NSS
warns

Policy changes could lead to more meat from animals slaughtered without stunning supplied in the
public sector, the NSS has warned. Read More »
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