Vermont approves doctor-assisted suicide

Posted: Wed, 22nd May 2013
The Governor of Vermont this week signed into law a new bill legalising doctor-assisted suicide.
This makes it the third US state to approve such legislation.

At the same time, a new YouGov poll for the Huffington Post shows that legislation similar to the
Vermont measure would be supported by 50% of Americans.

Vermont— a mostly rural state in New England, which has a tradition of liberality and progressive
thinking (it was the first to permit same-sex marriage) - follows the states of Oregon and
Washington in legalising assisted suicide. It is the first time assisted suicide has been brought in
through legislation rather than through voter demand through a referendum.

Under the Vermont law, terminally ill patients who are given no more than six months to live can
ask their doctors to prescribe a lethal dose of drugs to hasten their death.

Several safeguards are built into the law. These include a requirement for two medical opinions,
the option of a psychiatric examination and a 17-day waiting period before a life-ending prescription
can be filled.

A Pew Research Center poll found that 84% of Americans support allowing a terminally ill adult
patient to decide if they want to be kept alive.
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Related Campaigns

Reform assisted dying laws

Decisions over assisted dying should be based on autonomy and medical ethics, not religious
dogma.

Read More
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Bill to legalise assisted dying introduced in Scottish
Parliament

Reform in assisted dying law supported by 78% of Scots. Read More »

Assisted dying on track to be legalised in Isle of Man

Access to assisted dying could become available as soon as 2025. Read More »

NSS: doctors not declaring faith group links in union debates

Representatives of the UK's largest doctors' union are failing to declare ties with faith groups
opposed to assisted... Read More »

Royal College of Surgeons drops opposition to assisted
dying

The National Secular Society has welcomed the Royal College of Surgeons' (RCS) decision to
adopt a neutral stance... Read More »

Assisted dying inquiry: NSS calls for reform

The National Secular Society has called for reform of the law regarding assisted dying in its
submission to a parliamentary... Read More »
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