
Despite secular constitution, Fiji government
won’t rule out prayer at official functions
Posted: Tue, 23rd Apr 2013

With Fiji set to become a secular state when the new constitution comes into effect, it has been
confirmed that "general prayers acceptable to all" will be said in government organised functions.

In the draft constitution, it is clearly stated that religious belief is personal. It said that the State and
all persons holding a public office must treat all religions equally and they must not dictate any
religious belief.

The draft further said that the State and all persons holding a public office must not prefer or
advance, by any means, any particular religion, religious denomination, religious belief or religious
practice over another, or over any non-religious belief.

When asked on how the government departments will handle prayers at functions when the
constitution is adopted, Acting Prime Minister and Attorney General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum said a
prayer can be said that is acceptable to all.
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Related Campaigns

End prayers in parliament and councils

Prayers aren’t government business.

Read More
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Majority of public support removing Isle of Man bishop’s vote
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Most Manx residents back removing prayers and votes for clerics from parliament. Read More »

End prayers in House of Commons, NSS urges Speaker

Speaker should use his position to end symbolic Church of England privilege in Parliament, NSS
says. Read More »

Peer calls for more secular democracy in RE debate

Lord Warner challenges prayers in parliament and schools, bishops' bench, and faith schools.
Read More »

NSS welcomes council decision to replace prayers at
meetings

The National Secular Society has welcomed a council's decision to replace prayers at meetings
with a 'moment of contemplation'.... Read More »

Tackling CofE privilege unites Anglicans and atheists at NSS
event

Politicians and priests united to challenge Church of England privileges at a National Secular
Society event in parliament... Read More »
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