
Prime Minister still desperately trying to
placate religious bodies
Posted: Thu, 21st Mar 2013

Prime Minister David Cameron held yet another reception at Downing Street for religious leaders
this week.

In an effort to build bridges after the controversy over his proposals to introduce same-sex
marriage, Cameron said he was "looking forward to the enthronement of the new Archbishop of
Canterbury". He said the inauguration of the new pope had been "a great week for Christians".

He told the religious big-wigs: "This government does care about faith. It does care about the
institutions of faith, and it does want you to stand up and oppose aggressive secularisation."

One guest present was Chris Mould, executive chairman of the Trussell Trust, which runs a UK
network of food banks.

The prime minister reminded his audience that in a "difficult budget" today, the government had
reaffirmed its commitment to increasing overseas aid. He said he'd raised religious freedom on
visits to Egypt and Pakistan. "Wherever we go, we stand up for the right of Christians to practice
their faith," he said.

At a similar event last year, Cameron attacked the NSS's campaign to end prayers as part of the
agenda of council meetings.

The prime minister said he viewed Easter as the most important Christian festival.

"It's all about, for me, the triumph of life over death," he said. "Which in politics is always useful."
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Related Campaigns

Disestablish the Church of England

A state religion has no place in a 21st century democracy.
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NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

New extremism definition may put free speech at risk, NSS
warns

Proposed definition could 'label secularists as extremists'. Read More »

A state Church is no bulwark against extremism – but
secularism is

With its commitment to the separation of religion and state and safeguarding the rights of all
individuals, secularism can provide an effective defence against the spread of extremism, says
Stephen Evans. Read More »

Report: CofE safeguarding “below standards” of secular
institutions

Most victims and survivors unsatisfied with safeguarding approaches, while safeguarding
'weaponised' to remove those "seen as a nuisance", report finds. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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