Pope gives personal backing to Europe wide
anti-abortion push

Posted: Wed, 6th Feb 2013

The Pope has given his personal support to a campaign being run by right-wing Catholics to have
abortion "defunded" throughout the European Union.

The Pope said, "l salute the Movement for Life. | wish them success with the initiative called One of
Us, so thatEuropeis always a place where the dignity of each human being is protected."

Launched last month by anti-abortion activists in 20 EU nations, the "One of Us" campaign is
seeking to gather one million signatures from EU citizens by November 1, 2013 in order to force
the European Parliament to schedule debate on the matter.

The proposal calls for a ban on the EU's "financing of activities which presuppose the destruction of
human embryos, in particular in the areas of research, development aid and public health."

Speaking with Rome Reports, Gregor Puppinck the Director of the fundamentalist Catholic
organisationEuropeanCenter for Law and Justice, explained, "In the U.S. there are a number of
campaigns in order to de-fund Planned Parenthood. We are in some extent trying to do the same,
we ask the EU to stop funding Planned Parenthood and similar organizations."
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Reproductive rights

Religion should never block access to abortion or contraception.
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NSS to host talk with author of ‘Dirty, Filthy Book’

Author Michael Meyer to discuss new book on leading NSS figure Annie Besant at free online
event. Read More »

Faith school banning parts of geography lessons, Ofsted
finds

Ofsted finds faith school prohibiting parts of lessons it judges incompatible with its religious beliefs.
Read More »

Parents object to Catholic school lobbying on sex education

Parents and teachers call lobbying "scandalous”, "heavy-handed". Read More »

NSS: Don’t let NI faith schools fail pupils on reproductive
rights

Requirement for RSE to reflect "religious principles" conflicts with neutral lessons on reproductive
health in NI schools, NSS says. Read More »

NSS “baffled” by anti-abortion protest against history talk

Christian group warns it will "actively" engage attendees of NSS talk on Victorian birth control —
which aimed to reduce abortion. Read More »
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