
Take action: urge your MP to support free
speech
Posted: Thu, 20th Dec 2012

The House of Lords recently passed an amendment to remove "insulting words" from the scope of
Section 5 of the Public Order Act. Read the full story.

Despite the Government and Opposition whipping against the amendment, Peers voted for it by
150 to 54, including a majority of Peers from every party. The argument for reform is strong and the
support very broad.

The Bill containing the amendment, the Crime and Courts Bill, is due in the Commons in January.

The near 100 majority chalked up in the Lords despite opposition from the Conservative and
Labour frontbenches demonstrates a realistic prospect of success in the Commons, provided we
keep up the momentum. That's where you come in.

We need your support to ensure that MPs retain this vital free speech measure. Please write to
your MP, explaining why you think that the police should not be in the business of protecting us
from feeling insulted. Please ask them to urge the Home Office to accept Clause 38 of Crime and
Courts Bill.

To contact your MP you can also use our easy online form on the Reform Section 5 website.

Find out more about the campaign to Reform Section 5.
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Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.
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We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
values

Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
More »

NSS hosts talk with author of Annie Besant book

Renowned author Michael Meyer discusses 'A Dirty, Filthy Book' in online event. Read More »

Three years on, the lessons of Batley are yet to be learned

The Batley affair exposed the Islamist threat to UK schools. We're still yet to come to terms with its
implications, says Jack Rivington. Read More »

Response unit needed to tackle blasphemy flashpoints,
report says

Recommendations echo NSS calls for more support for schools facing religious intimidation and
threats. Read More »
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