New report shows widespread discrimination
against people without religious belief
Posted: Wed, 12 Dec 2012
The International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU) has produced the first report focusing on how
countries around the world discriminate against non-religious people. Freedom of Thought 2012: A
Global Report on Discrimination Against Humanists, Atheists and the Non-religious has been
published to mark Human Rights Day, Monday 10 December.
Freedom of Thought 2012 covers laws affecting freedom of conscience in 60 countries and lists
numerous individual cases where atheists have been prosecuted for their beliefs in 2012. It reports
on laws that deny atheists' right to exist, curtail their freedom of belief and expression, revoke their
right to citizenship, restrict their right to marry, obstruct their access to public education, prohibit
them from holding public office, prevent them from working for the state, criminalize their criticism
of religion, and execute them for leaving the religion of their parents.
The report highlights a sharp increase in arrests for "blasphemy" on social media this year. The
previous three years saw just three such cases, but in 2012 more than a dozen people in ten
countries have been prosecuted for "blasphemy" on Facebook or Twitter, including:
In Indonesia, Alexander Aan was jailed for two-and-a-half years for Facebook posts on
atheism.
In Tunisia, two young atheists, Jabeur Mejri and Ghazi Beji, were sentenced to seven-and-ahalf years in prison for Facebook postings that were judged blasphemous.
In Turkey, pianist and atheist Fazil Say faces jail for "blasphemous" tweets.
In Greece, Phillipos Loizos created a Facebook page that poked fun at Greeks' belief in
miracles and is now charged with insulting religion.
In Egypt, 17-year-old Gamal Abdou Massoud was sentenced to three years in jail, and Bishoy
Kamel was imprisoned for six years, both for posting "blasphemous" cartoons on Facebook.
The founder of Egypt's Facebook Atheists, Alber Saber (pictured), faces jail time (he will be
sentenced on 12 December 2012).
"When 21st century technology collides with medieval blasphemy laws, it seems to be atheists who
are getting hurt, as more of them go to prison for sharing their personal beliefs via social media,"
said Matt Cherry, the report's editor. "Across the world the reactionary impulse to punish new
ideas, or in some cases the merest expression of disbelief, recurs again and again. We even have
a case in Tunisia of a journalist arrested for daring to criticize a proposed blasphemy law!"
The United Nations Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion or Belief, Professor Heiner
Bielefeldt, welcomed the research. In a foreword to the report Bielefeldt notes that there is often
"little awareness" that international human rights treaties mean freedom of conscience applies
equally to "atheists, humanists and freethinkers and their convictions, practices and organizations. I
am therefore delighted that for the first time the Humanist community has produced a global report
on discrimination against atheists. I hope it will be given careful consideration by everyone
concerned with freedom of religion or belief."
Download the report
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Related Campaigns

Defend free speech
Fundamental values cannot be defended by curtailing peaceful free expression
Read More

Freedom of Expression
We promote free speech as a positive value.
Read More

Blasphemy laws
Blasphemy laws and religious restrictions on speech are incompatible with pluralism & human
rights.
Read More

Defend equality laws
Religious freedom isn’t a 'right' to discriminate, we vigorously defend our equality laws.
Read More

