Increase in proportion of non-religious in
armed forces

Posted: Tue, 18th Dec 2012

Members of the UK's armed forces are still more inclined to claim a religious affiliation and to say
they are Christian than the population as a whole, but the situation is changing fairly rapidly.

On 1 April 2012 the proportion of armed forces personnel declaring no religion was 14.7%, up from
9.5% in 2007. It was lowest in the Army (11.9%) and highest in the Naval Service (20.1%), with
17.5% in the Royal Air Force. Across all three services the number of Christians declined from
89.7% in 2007 to 83.5% in 2012 (85.7% in the Army, 81.5% in the Royal Air Force, 78.9% in the
Naval Service). That leaves a mere 1.9% in 2012 professing a non-Christian faith, an improvement
on the 0.8% of five years earlier but still a significant under-representation in terms of society as a
whole.

The religious affiliations of civilian personnel working for the armed forces have only been collected
since 2008, and the declaration rate had still only climbed to 67.6% in 2012. Of those stating their
religion in 2012, 24.1% said that they had none, very close to the English and Welsh average at the
2011 census (25.1%). The number of Christians was 70.8%, much higher than the 59.3% in the
census, while non-Christians amounted to 5.1% (against 8.4% in the census). It should be
remembered that the comparison with the census is not on a strict like-for-like basis since there
was a non-response rate of 7.2% at the census.

Source: Ministry of Defence, United Kingdom Defence Statistics, 2012, tables 2.12 (armed forces)
and 2.32 (civilian personnel, including a breakdown by pay band). Prepared by Defence Analytical
Services and Advice, and published on 12 December 2012.
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Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.
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NSS welcomes Network Rail decision to remove religious
messaging

Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fithess to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »

Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government

Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »

NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
In Wales

NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic” to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »


https://www.secularism.org.uk/public-services/
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-welcomes-network-rail-decision-to-remove-religious-messaging
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-welcomes-network-rail-decision-to-remove-religious-messaging
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/03/nss-welcomes-network-rail-decision-to-remove-religious-messaging
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/regulator-to-investigate-gp-who-led-proscribed-islamist-group
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/regulator-to-investigate-gp-who-led-proscribed-islamist-group
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/regulator-to-investigate-gp-who-led-proscribed-islamist-group
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/dont-undermine-secular-nature-of-remembrance-nss-urges-government
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/dont-undermine-secular-nature-of-remembrance-nss-urges-government
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/dont-undermine-secular-nature-of-remembrance-nss-urges-government
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/dont-undermine-secular-nature-of-remembrance-nss-urges-government
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/nss-backs-plan-to-decouple-school-spring-break-from-easter-in-wales
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/nss-backs-plan-to-decouple-school-spring-break-from-easter-in-wales
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/02/nss-backs-plan-to-decouple-school-spring-break-from-easter-in-wales
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/resist-calls-for-50m-a-year-for-churches-nss-urges-minister
https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2024/01/resist-calls-for-50m-a-year-for-churches-nss-urges-minister

