
Secularists tell UN Human Rights Council that
Saudi Arabia is behind much Islamic
radicalism
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The Centre for Inquiry made the following joint statement with the International Humanist and
Ethical Union at the UN Human Rights Council on 14 September, just before the present rioting
began over the "Innocence of Muslims" film. It was delivered by CFI Representative Raheel Raza
as part of a debate on the situation in Somalia and Northern Mali.

Madam President

The reports on Somalia [A/HRC/21/36] and Northern Mali [A/HRC/21/64] highlight a far wider
problem that we are also witnessing in Libya, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia: the
excesses of those dedicated to violent, extremist interpretations of Islam. The destruction of Sufi
shrines and the imposition of strict sharia in northern Mali; the targeted killings already this year of
more than 400 Shia Muslims in Pakistan, and the appalling use of blasphemy laws in Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan to silence, imprison and incite violence against those of different faiths, are all
symptoms of this disease.

When and how did the religion of peace become transformed in to a religion of violence and
extremism? Well, Madam President, we don't have very far to look.

For more than 30 years, Wahabi and Salafi Islam have been promoted and funded by Saudi
Arabia, a Member State of this Council.

Can the failure of the OIC to effectively tackle this problem possibly be related to the fact that the
OIC itself receives substantial funding from the same source?

Madam President, extremism and violence carried out in the name of Islam are doing more than
any actions of the West to fan the flames of hatred against Islam. Since 1979 the benign faith of
our grandparents has been hijacked by politicians, governments and well-funded militias to
promote extremism, violence and terror.

So the key question for the OIC is this: Will they continue to bleat about Islamophobia in the West
whilst ignoring Islamic extremism at home, or is it too much to hope that they will finally decide that
enough is enough, and take positive steps to tackle the problem at its source?
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Related Campaigns

Protect freedom of expression

We promote free speech as a positive value.

Read More
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NSS: Report reveals ‘inherent danger’ of Islamophobia
definition

Creeping restriction of free expression illustrated in report's account of increasingly spurious
accusations of 'Islamophobia'. Read More »

We must empower secular schools to assert their ethos

When Islamists tried to bully Michaela Community School, the school refused to back down. Other
schools have not been so successful in challenging religious intimidation. Megan Manson explores
what made Michaela different. Read More »

NSS announces major conference on protecting liberal
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Kenan Malik, Joan Smith and more speaking at NSS Secularism 2024 conference in London. Read
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NSS hosts talk with author of Annie Besant book
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The Batley affair exposed the Islamist threat to UK schools. We're still yet to come to terms with its
implications, says Jack Rivington. Read More »
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