
Woking Council determined to keep free
parking for “faith groups” only
Posted: Mon, 11th Jun 2012

Woking Borough Council in Surrey is to consider extending its policy of offering free parking to
churchgoers to include those attending places of worship of other religions.

The move comes in response to a challenge from the National Secular Society which pointed out
that offering such concessions only to Christians — as the council was doing — was likely to be
illegal under the Equality Act 2010.

Although its legal advisors had informed the Council that the policy was likely to be in contravention
of equality legislation, it is determined to continue the practice because it considers the "faith
communities" need support. The Council sees it as a "legitimate purpose" to be an "engine for
growth" for churches.

Some Council members are also members of the churches that have been receiving the
concession.

The Council's cabinet is now recommending that the full Council adopt this Policy Statement:

1. Places of worship, and the faith communities that they serve, play an important
role, both in society in general and Woking in particular. They encourage people
to participate in society, thereby promoting social inclusion. In addition,
considerable voluntary work is organised by faith communities, often for the
benefit of the more disadvantaged members of our society.

2. The Council will, where it is reasonable and proportionate to do so, support the
faith communities in the borough of Woking.

3. In furtherance of this aim (a "legitimate aim" under the Equality Act 2010), the
Council will allow members of a faith community to park free of charge, in the
Council's off-street car parks, in order to attend a place of worship for the purpose
of, or in connection with, worship on that faith community's primary day of worship.

4. This Policy Statement was adopted by the Council on [ ]. It will be reviewed on
[date five years in advance] or sooner if there is a material change in
circumstances.

Terry Sanderson, president of the National Secular Society, said: "Under the Equality Act 'religion
and belief' also includes non-belief and 'religion' also includes those who have no religion. None of
the people in these categories are accommodated by the Council's proposed new policy.

"The Council says that such people will not suffer disproportionate disadvantage if they have to pay
while religious people don't. This makes no sense – if it is no burden for non-believers to pay, then
surely it shouldn't be any more of a burden for church or mosque-goers to pay.

"On the assumption that, as is likely, this policy will be adopted by the Council, we are taking
further legal advice as to how best to proceed."



Mr Sanderson said that many local authorities around the country have similar policies and in total
they probably cost council taxpayers tens of millions of pounds.

See also: Church charges for parking
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Keep public services secular

Public services intended for the whole community should be provided in a secular context.

Read More
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NSS welcomes Network Rail decision to remove religious
messaging

Following NSS criticism, Islamic hadith calling for 'sinners to repent' removed from departure board
at King's Cross station. Read More »

Regulator to investigate GP who led proscribed Islamist
group

Following NSS intervention, medical regulator says there are "potential fitness to practice
concerns" over GP who led Islamist group. Read More »

Don’t undermine secular nature of Remembrance, NSS urges
government
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Efforts to make remembrance resemble a religious service should be rejected, NSS says. Read
More »

NSS backs plan to decouple school spring break from Easter
in Wales

NSS says it is "increasingly anachronistic" to structure school holidays around Easter when less
than half the population is Christian. Read More »

Resist calls for £50m a year for churches, NSS urges minister

Churches trust also calls for churches to host NHS services. Read More »
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